This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://books.google.com/books?id=7qIIAAAAQAAJ&ie=ISO-8859-1
















" THE bES.ATIR Nebbd
T psE.
Samb Mmmgs

OF THE

ANCIENT PERSIAN PROPHETS:;
IN TME ORIGINAL TONGUE;
Together with
ﬂmnﬂﬂmmTmeMNVmﬁleND
COMMENTARY
. OF THE . . .
Fifth Sasan;
- CAREFULLY PUBLISHED \
. o

. MULLA FIRUZ BIN KAUS, -
. WHO NAS SUBJOINED A COPIOUS
GLOSSARY
OF the Oliketa and Tecknical Pereian Terms ¢
26 WMIUR 18 _ADDERD
" 'Ax Evaorisa TrRaNsLaTION
or THR
Desiitir and Commentary.

IN TWO VOLUMES.
’ onatiiii——

VOL. I !

cvnattiRRn——
BOMBAY:
mnm COURIER PRESS, BY J. rum
gm——

1818, |






TO BRIGADIER GENERAL

S;m JOHN MALCOLM,
K.C.B,K. L. S.

_ LATE MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY TO THE
®  COURT OF PERSIA, &¢. &c. &c:

SIr,

THE uniform kindness and atten-
- tion with which you have honored
me for so many years, and the grate-
ful memory of the zeal with which,
on so many occasions, you have pro-

~moted my interest and . views, would
’ of



n DEDICATION.

of themselves have pointed out your
name as that with which I should be
most proud to adorn my volumes,
were not the same distinction called
for by your unrivalled knowledge of
the history and manners of the East,
which has been displayed for. the
benefit of your country, and, let me
add, no less of ours too, both in your
admirable writings, and in your nu-

merous successful embassies and ne-

‘ gociations. Your romantic bravery,

and successful daring in the late
brilliant campaign, if faithfully re-
corded, might seem to make history
encroach on the province of - poetry.
The generous praise of the noble and

illustrious person who guides our

Eastern
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DEDICATION. m
Eastern Empire, is but ananticipation
of the voice of impartial posterity. -
That you may long live to enjoy the
honors which you have gained in arts
and in arms, and to diffuse the ge-
nerous feelings which have led you
to glory, is the ardent prayer of o

Your very humble and

faithful Servant,
MULLA FIRUZ BIN KAUS.
Bombay,
2d May 1818.
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T RE }onowingpmmmn oué of the ma w 'ﬂh that
ﬁu ever aepeu«l in theenst. The Demtic pntm'tobet éolincrion
of the writlogs of the dlﬂtnnt Penlqn Pmplm, who .‘lﬂ*‘ fromthe
time of Mahabad tothe timé of the Mtk Sasmn, being Aftéen innumber §
of whom Zerdushr, of Zoreaster was the sbirteenth abd e fifik Sanin
tbetust. The reh Sesan lived in the tize of Khowo Parwen, who wa;
¢ontemporary with the Emperor Heraclivs, and did ealy iiine yenrs Bo-
fore the destruction of the anciest Penlap mew The writtips'of
{hese ﬁﬂm inoplmnm in tton‘nqqﬁ.*ﬂch 20 other vestige appears to
- remmia, and which would b Dave becn gqnmplug(bh withotit the assistande
of the ancient Pmlan tmululon. Ttis quiten diflerent Janguage from
fhe-Zend, the Péhlevi, and the Deri, the mout celebrated j ofiiiie dladvers of
antient Pensia. The old Peryiah travslition wasmade by the'Sfth Siman,
who hasadded a commentary, in Which some’ ‘diediies Of. the oiipina
textareexpounded. The ¢ co-ncnm'y dhphyl s veny Mmelned
metaphysics. .

Tite work, tlnngh known to lmeexiua as Iaie ws the reign of Shah
Jendn, bad efuded the search of the carioas i areatal history and an-
tiquitied in Inter times, The attention of the Buropean world was Sret
directed to it by Str William Joo¢s, a fian-of whom Bngltid is justly
Pproud, and whose profound kaowledge of Perstan history and literatare,
entitles all bis remarks on these subjeéts to the highest attentico. That
aécompliskied wiiter; in his Six(h Anniversary Disconrse delivered before
the Asiatick Society ** On the Pemm. after explaiatoghis own pecu*
Tiar qualifications for the task which be had vodertaken of unfolding ¥
antiquities of Persia, ceatinuess ** And since I have matarely copstvered
* the questions which Imeas wo discus, you will pet, Lo persuaded
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 gugpect my testimony, or think that T go too far when T assure you, thay

% will agsert nothiog positively which 1 am not uble satisfactorily te

¢ demonstrate” He then remarks, that it had long seemed to him un-
accountably strange, that although Egypt, Yemen, the Chinese, and India
had their monarchs in very early times ** yet Persia, the mo-t delightful®
¢ the most compact, the most desirable country of them all,should have
¢ remained for so many ages junsettied and disunited. A fortunate dis-
¢ covery,” headds, ** for which I was firstindebted to Mir Muhammed
¢ Husaip, one of the mast intelligent Mueelmans in lodia, hasat ane dis”
s gipated the cloud, and casta gleamof light on the primeval history of
¢ lran,and of the human race, of which 1 had long despaired, and which
¢ could hardly have dawned from any other quarter.

¢ The rare and interesting tract on twelre different religions, entitled
¢ the Dabistan,and composed by a Muham m ednn traveller, a native of
¢ Casbmir, d Mohsan, but distinguished by the assuped surname
#% of Fanior peristable, begins, with the wonderfully curious chapter oa
4¢ the religion of Huoshang, which was long guterior to that of Zera-
* tusht, bot had continued to be secr etly professed by many learned
¢ Persians, even to the avthor's tine ; and several of the most eminentof
¢4 them, dissenting in many points from the G sbrs, and persecuted by the
st ruling pewers of their country, had redire d to India, where they com-
s piled a number of books, now estremely scarce, wihich Mohs.n bad
¢ perused, and with the writers of which, or withmapy of them, he had
 gontsacted an imimate friendship. From them he learned, that a
¢ powerfal minaschy had beén established fur ages in Iran before theac.
8 cession of Cayumers; that it was called the Mahohudian dynasty fura
¢ reason which will soon be mentioned ; and that mapy princes, of wham
¢ geven ar eight ore only named iti the Dubistan,nnd amoig them Ha..-
¢ dolor Maha Beli, had vaised their empire to the zenith of huwan glory.
¢ It weg:n rely on this guthority, which to me app.ers une.rceptimbi:
¢¢ the Iranian monarchy must Lave been the oldest in the® world."” o

After some ‘new and valuable remarks on the ancient lupguages
and characters of Isan, 8ir Willium Jones proceeds to characterise the
religion of the Desatir and Dabistan fa the following words, which wiit
form the best introdi.ction to these volumes,

¢ The primeval religion_ of Iran, if we rely on the authoriiiesaddu-
¢ ced by Mohsan Fani, was that which Newton calls the oldest (and

® Asiat: Res: Vol. I1. pp. 48-49. Octavo Edijtion.
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* itwmay bajustly ealledithe moblest) ofall religions: ¢ A firfn bellef
¥ that one supreme God made thé world by s power, and cobtiouall}
v goveshed it by his providence; a pioes fear, love and adoration o.
¢ bim; = dae reyepence ter . parentsand aged perdons; o fratérnal affiec

* tiop for the whole human species, and a compamionate tenderness evea
¢ for the brute. creations® A system of devotion 3o pure and sblim®
4 gould hardly among mortsis, be of leng duration: and we learn from

. % the Dabistan that the populas wossbip of the Iraniens-under Hushang,

% wes purely -Sebjan; a wessd of which-1 eahnet offer any eeriain ety”
“ mology, but which has becs Jeduced by grammarians ‘from Sqda, an
“ host, and particalarly the Aest of Assben; or the celdstial bodies, in
* theadoration of whieh the Snbise situal is believed to have comslstéd-
“ Thereis a descriptjon, in the. lexrned work just mentioned, of the be”
¢ veral Persiap temples dedioated so the sup and plasets, of the imaje®
¢ adored in them, and of the megrificent procemsionsto them on pie-
# scribed festivaly; ope of which is probably represented by sowiptire
«¢ inthe ruined city of Jemshid. - But 1he planktary morship in- Petiia
¢ geems ayly partof a far more complidated religion, which we now
¢ §iod io the Indian provinge ; for Mobsan assures us that, ia the opi~
% niop of the best inf.med Persians,- who professed the faith of Hush-
* ang, distingulsbed from that, of Zergtusht, the first mosavch of Iram
 agd of the wholg eurth, was.Mahabed (& werd apparently Sanscrit ),
¢ who divjded the peaple intofour. orders, the religians, the military,
“ 1he, compercial, aud the sercife, to. witich he amigied names suqees-
¢ tionnply the same in theirquigin wish thuse ne spplied to the four
4 primary slassesof the Hindus They added; that he received trom the
¢ Creator, and promuigated. among men, 3 sacred. baokin a heaven\y
¢ language, to which the, Muselman auther givesthe Arabic titieof De.,
. , ot regulations, but-the ariginal pawe af which he bas sot men_
o tipned:; s0d that fourtetn Makabads bind appeused, or would appear,
« ija human shapes fos the government of this world. Now when we
o« kaow thut the Hinduy belisve in:fourleen Menus, or celestinl persons
«.ages with similar fuetions, the ficst.of whom left a book of regule. .
o fions or divins erdisasces, which they hold equalto the Veda, and
o the Iangunge of which they believe to bethat of the Gods, we can
« bardly deuht.that the first cacsaption of the purest and aldest religion
» wes the system of Indian theology invented by the Brabman, and
* prevalent in thesetesvitories, where the book of Mahabad, or Menw,
« js at this moment thestandard of all religious and moral duties, The
s¢ geeession of Cayumers to-the throne of Persia, in the cighth or pinth
o century before Cliist, seems to bave been accumpanied by a cozaid:;:
&
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« able revolutjon m in memt and religion lmm most pre- pre-
“ bably ofa different race from the Ihlnbldhu who prrceded bim,
“ mdbe(u s the new system of mational faith which ﬂmlnn‘
“ wlmua rs, completed j but the reformdoa was partial,
€ for, whle they rcjccte‘ the complex poly(beim of their predeees.
 gsors, they mlued the laws of Mahabad, with a saperstitious vene.
¢ ration for the sun, the planets, and fire; thus resembling the Hindu
¢ getts called Sauras and S:gnim. the moﬁd ofwlneh isvery num‘
** rous at Benarm, where many agnikets as lre eommully blazing,
 and where the Sagnicas when they enter on their macerdotal ofice
i Kindle, with two pieces of the hard wood Semi, a fire which they
o keep lighted through their lives for thieir nuptial Qeremon;, the per.
s fomnoo of n’femn acrifices, the obsequies of deptrled neeuou.
* and their own fueral pile. This remarkable rite was continued by
% Zeratusht, who reformed the old religion by the additi.n of genil, or
¢ angels, presidiog over months and days, of new cemnoﬁieuil ihe ve-
¢ peration shewn to fire, ofa new work whieh he pretended to have
 received from heaven; and abave all by e-lltlishing the acteal adora.
«* tion ofane supreme Being. He was born, nccurdug to Iolu-, in
i the district of Rai; and it was: he(im a$ Ammiaods nsem. his pre.
« tector dmh(np) who tratelled fnto India, that ke might neefve
¢ information from the Brabmans ini theology aod ethice. It is buely
¢ pouible that Pythagoras knew bim iu the éapital of Irak ; but (h®
«i Grecian sage must then bave Betn far advanced in years; and we
¢ pave no certals evidence of an {ntercourse between the two philoso-
¢ phers. Thé reformed religion of Persia continued in force till that
¢ cotniry was subdued by the Muselmans ¢ and, without studying the
¢ Zend, we have smple information concerning it in ‘the modern Per-
4% sian writings of several who professed it. Bahaan llwnp named Ze-
¢ fatusht withrevéreoce; buthe was in troth & pure theist, and otrong.
o f, disélaimed aty adoration of thé fire or other elemenis; he denfed
 (laé the doctrine of fwo coeval principles, supremely good sod su.
¢ premely bad, formed any part of his faith; and he ofted repeated
¢ with empbasis the verses of Firdansion the prostration of Cyrus and
¢t hig paternal grandfather before the blazing altar 5 ¢ Think not (hat the’
¢ Were adorefs of fire; for that efement was only ah exalted object
¢ ou thé lustre of which they fixed (heireyés ¢ thiey hmbled themselves
¢ u whole week before God 5 and, if thy understatiding be ever so little
¢ exerted, (ou must acknowledge thy dependence on the Being su-
¢ prétaely pure.’ Io a'story of Sadi, oéat the clese of bis benutiful
** Bstads
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© Rostan, concetning the idol of Somanath, or Mahadeva, he con-
% founds the religion of the Hindus with that of the Gabrs, calling the .
« Brahmansnot only Moghs ( which might be justified by & passage in
¢ (he Mesnasi) but even readers of the Zend and Pazend; Now, whe-
o (her this coufusion proceeded from real ar preiended ignorance I
¢¢ capnot dcclde, but am as well ¢onvinced that the doc(rinea of the Zend
¢ were distinct “from those of the Yeda, as 1am that the’ religion of the
*¢ Brahmans, with whom we couverse every day, prevailed in Persia,
 before the accession of Cayumers, whom the Parsis, from respect to
¢ his memory, consider asthe first of men, although they believe in an
% universal deluge before his reign.”

* With the religion of the old Persians their philonophy (or as mu¢h
¢ agwe know of it) was intimately connected; for they were assidu-
« gus observers of the luminaries, which they adored, and-established,
s¢ gccording to Mohsan, who confirms in some degree the fragments of
« Berosus,a number of artificial cycles wi th distinct names, whichseem
# 1o indicate a knowledge of the period in which the equinoxes appear
« to reyolve. They are said also to have known the most wonderful
¢ powens of nature, and thence to have acquired the fame of Magicians,
¢ and + enchanters &ec.””

After a few observations on the mystical theology, the monninenu;!f
sculptore,and thesciences and awjs of the aocient Persiavs, the letrned :
author eoncludes, ** Thus has it been proved by clear evidenceand phin
¢ reasaning, thata powerful monarchy was established in Iranlong be-
¢ forethe Assyrian or Pishdadi government ; that it was in truth a Hindu
¢ monarchy, though if auy chuseto call it Cunau, Casdean, or Scythian
¢ weshall not enter into a debate on merd names ; that It subsisted many
¢ centuries, and that its history has been engrafted on that of the Hindus
¢¢ who founded themonarchies of Ayodhya and’ Indraprestha; that the
¢ language of the first Persinn empire was the mother of the Sanscrit,
¢ and connqliently of the Zendand Parsi,as well as ofthe Greek, Latin,
‘¢ and Gmu\nm the language of the Assyrians was the pnren( of the

. Clnldaie and} Pahlivi.”

I¢is not surprizing that the deliberate judgment of so enlightened an
enqnirer as8ir William Jones, and the important coaclusions to which the
disquisitions founded on the facts contained in the Desatir evidently led,
should have excited a very strong desire to discover and-bring to light 8

4+ Adiat. Ress Vol. IT pp, 58—62.
4+ Ibid p. 64.
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volume sa precions to history. This wish has been often and strongly
expreseed by the perrone who were hest quatifi=d to appreciate the value
of such a work. But the testimony cortained ip the Disconrge of:he
Most Noble the Margnis of Hastings at the poblic visitation of the Colleze

of Fort Willirm on the 15th Jaly 1816, is that which is most highly gra- .

tifying to the Kditor, not anly as being the opinion of a nobleman prp=
foundly conversant with the history and spirit of the East, hnt as con-
taining a flattering compliment to the Editor himself; ¢ Among the
¢ literary notices of this year,” says the Governor General, ** there is
¢ one. which, although not edited under the immediate auspices of
¢ this Institution, or even of this Government, is, nesertheless sogreata
¢ literary curiosity, that J capnot refrain from bringiug it forward, by
* public mention, on thisoccagion. I allude to that interesting work,
¢¢ the Desatir, which had for some time beep lost to the literary world, un-
¢ til acopy was almost accidentally recovered by the learned Chie¢-
#¢ Priest of the Parsee religion at Bambay. A translation into English &
¢¢ aglossary of the obsolete words has been prrpnrrd wnder the supesia-
¢ tendence of the Moolla, and in this stute the work i« now inthe préss
t agthat presidency. The Desatir, which purports to be a collection of
¢¢ the works of the elder Persian prophets, will be peculiarly an object of
¢ curiosity with thelearned of Europe, as well as of this country, for it is
¢ unquestionably the only relique which exists of the literature of that
¢¢ period of Persian history, which is familiar to us from its connection
*¢ with the history of Greece.” ’

‘Where a work comes before the public with such high pretentions, itis
but reasonable to expect that some account should be given, oot only of
the mention which has been made of it by the writers of past ages, but of
the way in which the copy from which itispow printed was origioally
found. )

The Degatir is known tohave existed for mapy years and has frequently
been referred to by Persian writers, though as it was regarded as the
Sacred Yolume of a particular sect, it seems to have heen guarded with
that jealous care,and that uncommunicative spirit that bave particularly
distinguished the religioussects of the East. We can only fairly expect
therefore, that the contents should be known to the followers of the sect,
It is accordingly quoted by Behrain Ferbad, the author of tbe Sharistani
Char Chemen, who flourished in the reign of Akbar, and died about A.
P. 1624. in the reign ofthe Emperor Jehangir. This author, who gp-
prars to have beena native of Shiraz, though outwardly a Musselman,

was really o Pani, or rather a disciple of Azes-Keiwan, a philoso~
phical

e ——p——— —— —_— -
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ﬁ\ﬂ&a\ uce\liq ‘who fonndc@ anew sect on the fonodatiotd af the gna
‘tient Parsi tenets. The Desatir was known to Hakim-ibni-Khalif-utz
Tebrigi Mubammed Husain, the anthor of the Burhani Katin, the best
Wictionary extant of the Persian language;, who lived in the age of Shah
Jeban ; and at that tite the tredit of the Desatir must have beeh hikh,
sincé he often qiiotes’ the comimentary gs bis anthority for words in the
old Persian, The author of the Dabistan, who seemsto have flourished
fo thereigns of Jehangir and Shah Jehan, frequently mentions the Desa-
tir, and indeed adoptsit for his guide in the account which he gives of the
religious dynasties of Mahabad and his successors. o

Astqthetopy from which the present edition was printed, it Is cares
Yully taken From that in the possession of the.Editor, .Mulla Firuz, belng
theonly manuscript of the work knowa fo esgist. Jtwes purchased ag
Isfaban by his father abont forty five years ago, from ope Agha
Mubhmmed Taher, a bookseller, who, understanding that the E‘diﬁ_ﬁ’;
father was ab Inflian Parsi, brought it to hiwm for sale, induced b;iiqé
‘words Kitab i Gabri (a Gabr Book ) which were wtitten onthe cover,
Kaus, the father of Firug, bad been sent by the Parsis of India to travek
in Persia for the ﬁnrposebl‘m_aking some engquiries regarding the reme
pant of the Parsis in that country ; and particularly fa search of matetials
that might enable him to settle the disputes which prevailed nmong the
Parsiiof India concerning their comyutation of time ;. the diFerence of
acomplete month havjug takep place i‘n‘ thefr modes of reckoping, dure
fing the longidterruption of intercourse between the Pmsis'qlf India and,
those of Péersia; a circumstance whichhad produced aschism at Suratg
some following the ¥Kalendar “of the Parsis of Kerman, others that
whieh bad:been 4n use for some cehturies amorg the - Parsisof India,
l‘hshtﬂnuplnﬂﬂrmtinm. Tee -

Bome years dgo'thia"w'ork n_l_t'r‘ac!'t-q the notice of (he H'o.n'or».b?le 3o
futhao Doncan, the late Gavernor of Bombay, a gentleman ’w'hq’,
Men‘d}iﬁﬂie Rditor bad 4l§e happiness of enjoying. for a long nejipd‘
He had devored much of hisatteation to_the ‘manners and institutions of
the Edst, and was equally distinguished for the zeal with which he hime
§e¥f prosecated these enquirles, and fur' the liberality with Wwhich e,

tmnl-ed\h'oa? who did. Mr. Duncan was slmckl‘ with _lh'e,charqc(q,'
he work, and after various enquiries regarding its ““!b'fﬂ!.ic';l.y,, o
which he satisfied himself, resolved tosteal soine lrours from puhlic bogj-
Besato devate to. thiggank of cemmsiating “the Dewntiv s o 1ebdkin which
¢t warinus geriods duriog the coursc of aekrly five years, he was assisted

) 'the Editor, .
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o the year 1811, Mr, Duncan.was advised ta leave Bombay, in con.
sequence of his declining heal:h. Still faitbfal to his resolution of con-
pletiog the translation ot the Desatir, which he bad resolved te present
$ 0 his Majesty as the most valyable tribute that be cauld offer bim on his
returp from the East, he gained the Editor’s consent to accompany bim
to the Jsi¢ of France that he might ansist {n the translation which was pow
considerably adyanced : butthe deatbof Mr. Duncan, before be could
embark, debrived the Fditor of one ofhis most valued friénds, and pot
an end to this plan, which had occupied some of his latest thonghts,
when nearly one half of the work was finished. The part which he
tramlated bag, it isunderstood, been sent to England with bis other pa.
pers.” Tt in to be regretted that Mr. Duncan did not live to complete a
work far which he was every way so well gualified.

Soon after this event, when General Sir Joho Malcoln was collecting
materials for bis History of Persia, the accoua(s which he had heard
regarding the Desatir, and the high opinion of its value entertained by
Sir William Jones, produced some enquiries which terminated jo his _ei.
pressing to the Editor his decided judgment that it should be given to the
public in the original, that its pretensions and merits, such as they were;
might meet with a more complete and tair investigation than it was pos-
sible for them tg receive while the work remained in manusgript ; and in
deed, as far as bas yet appeared, shut vpinasingle copy,

For the favourahle terms in which the Editor and bis plaos are men-
¢ ioped by Sir John Malclm in various parts of his admirable History of
Persia, the Edifor returos that gentleman his mast grateful thagks.

The opision of the historiap of Persia, which bad s0 viuch weight with
the Editor, and was likely te have so much with the public, led to the
present publication. Thetextof the Desatir iy ndw privted entire, a.
Joog with its Persian translation gnd commentary, nnder the care ofth'
Editor, who baslaboured with unwearied zeal (o leave nothiog undone
on his part, that could render the work complete, Tothe original work
e has added aglossary of such ancient and techsical words as ocenr ii
$ - old Persian tranglation, apd tqthese who make the lapguage or an.
tiquities of Persiy their study, this glossary, the fruit of many yeu."’
observation, msy not be esteemed the least valuable part of the
volumes. The whole he commits {0 the judgment of the learned,

To the Right Hogorable the Goveraor ia Cauncil of Bombay bis most

grateful thankg are due for the liberal patronsge they bave afforded to
this Bublication, ' .

Nolb:
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Ner can bo conclude this Preface withant ffurnisg bis acknowladge

ments to Mr. Erskine for the valuable amistance received from bim in

many instances during the progress of this undertaking.

‘With these ohservatians the Editor deliverstq the pulilic g werk which
or many years bad been bis faverite study. Unless his partiality for
#t misleads bim, he trusts that it will be received asa valuable addition to
the historical and literaryanpalsof the East. The few years of hislife
that may yet remain to him he intends to devate to the completion of an
Epic poem on the Conguest of India hy the British,” an which ke bas for
many years been employed, and which he hasnearly brought te s close,

Ifhisname isto be kaown to fature ages and to be enrofied among the
small number of poets whose works have survived the tquch of time, ha
fondly hopes that it may be conveyed to posterity by the same work
which records the unrivalled triumphs of British valor; gnd that, by
the fortunate associatjos, his fame may perish oply with the memory qf
Fitish glory, ’

Bousay, 20 Mav 1818, -
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