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2Bcrriot, “Introduction,” in Colloque entre sept scavans, xx-xxi. It should
be noted that the Demonomanie continued to be published in Catholic regions
after the ban.
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Conferences on Bodin
Jean Bodin: Proceedings of the International Conference on Bodin

in Munich, 1970. 5OA() > -
Jean Bodin: Actes du colloque interdisciplinaire d Angers 1984.
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Discourse on Methodfor the Easy Comprehension ofHistory (1566).
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The Response ofJean Bodin to the Paradoxes of Malestroit (1568).
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66Sir. 15:15-17.
67Gen. 4:6-7.

68Concerning human free will in Maimonides’ thought, see especially Other
Writings, ch. 8; Mishneh Torah 1.5; and Guidefor the Perplexed, 2.48.

69Gen. 1:6-8.

70See 2 Pet. 2:12.

7ln his influential treatise On the Egyptian Mysteries, the Neoplatonist
lamblichus (c. A.D. 250-330) warns of wicked theurgists who invoke demons
to serve their ends (3-31).
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&In Phaedrus, Socrates, who is Plato’s chief spokesman in most of the
dialogues, speaks of the “madness” of the Sibyl and other prophets, and
approves of the fact that men of old "jaeld madness to be a valuable gift, when

due to divine dispensation” (244b-d).
8“For as soon as Plato had doubled the altar on all sides the plague stopped” (1587).

900N Plato and the problem of the doubling of the size of the altar at Delos,
see Plutarch, The E at Delphi, 386E-F, and Moralia, 579B-D.
20:4; Lev. 26:1; Dt. 5:8.
@0n the Mysteries ofEgypt, 3.4.
®BOnN the Mysteries of Egypt, 3.31.
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102Bodin, like Augustine, notes the frequent historical phenomenon, governed
by Providence, in which evil powers are destroyed by other evil powers. Augustine
describes, for example, how the wicked tyrant Marius was destroyed by the even
more terrible Sulla. The demons favoured this since, “They had more to fear from
his correction than from his defeat.” See City of God, 2.24.

1BAN inexact reference perhaps to Jer. 46:10, but a succinct summary of
Jeremiah’s message.

104Bodin alludes both to the Neoplatonic philosophers of late antiquity and
to the philosophers of the Florentine Platonic Academy established by Marsilio
Ficino in the fifteenth century.

16The works of Proclus (A.D. 410-85), lamblichus (c. A.D. 250-330) and
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m Timaeus, 28-30, 38c, 53b sq., 55c; Sophist, 265b-e; Statesman, 269c-e;
Laws, 10.886-899b; Republic, 10.597d; Theaetetus, 176b, etc.

14For Aristotle’s concept of a First Mover, see Metaphysics, 5, and Physics,
8.6, 258b IOf.

1155ee above Book 1, note 39.

1eEpiphanius (c. A.D. 315-403), Bishop of Salamis, was, in his famous work
Panarion, a fervent defender of orthodoxy and a relentless antagonist of all
heresies against the Church in his time. Marcion (c. A.D. 85-c. 160) was
excommunicated because of a religious movement he organized which was
intended to rival the Church. His theological system included a God of Love
opposed by a Demiurge, who had created man and ultimately cursed him, and
a Son whom God sent into the world. Basilides was a second century Gnostic
Christian theologian of the Alexandrian school whose teachings likely included
various unacceptable elements of Docetism, Platonism and Stoicism in which
the realm of matter (e.g. the flesh) was at war with the spirit.
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Both Jewish and Christian commentators refer as well to verses such as 2
Macc. 7:28 and Isaiah 44:24. Maimonides, who assembled a systematic critique
of Avristotle's position on the eternity of the universe in & =
$ + (Pt. 2, ch. 13-25), affirms that “the belief in the Creation is a
fundamental principle of our religion” (201). See also Tertullian, 5

! 21.2; Lactantius, : 3 > ! 2.8 and Aquinas, *

! 1, Q. 44-46.

1230rigen (c. 185-c. 254), a Christian Platonist from Alexandria and one of

the most controversial theologians of the early Church. Many of his ideas were
deemed heretical, although he was essentially an orthodox Christian thinker.
He taught that the world is eternally in process of creation, and that souls
pre-existed and continue to evolve. His fullest theological exposition is in his

) < $ Bodin’s remark reflects a common
misunderstanding of Origen’s belief in “Apocatastasis,’lor “Restoration of all things"
in which “the End is like the Beginning.”See ) < $ ! Bk. 1, ch. 6; Bk. 2,

ch. 1, 3 It is not clear whether this return to the perfection of the beginning will
be reached after a succession of ages, or after the mounting of heavenly spheres.

124Bodin is referring to Kabbalistic speculations about the “Work of Creation”
embodied in the doctrine of the “shemittot” or cosmic cycles. Originating in
twelfth century Kabbalistic schools, this doctrine taught that the basic unit of
world history is the 50,000 year jubilee. “Some Kabbalists thought that after
each ‘great jubilee’ a new creation would begin ‘ex nihilo,” a view which passed
from Bahya B. Asher to Isaac Abrabanel, and from him to his son Judah, who

mentioned it in his famous Italian work; : 5 D Gershom Scholem,
E/l (New York: New American Library, 1978), 121. Bodin cites Rabbi
Judah, better known as Leone Ebreo, whose : were published in 1535.

15 ! [29] n. 2; [30] n. 28; see also & ! Bk. 3, “Of the

Angelic and Invisible World.”
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1400n the plurality of “unmoved movers” in Aristotle’s discussion of motion,
see $% ! 85 (2581) 11; 259a 6-13; 259b 28-31); and % ! 12.8. See also
Maknonides, = 9B +! 2.4; and Aquinas, * % ! 1, Q. 50, Art. 3.
1411 Ki. 22:19-22.
Mob Ch. 1, 2.
H3See Ps. 103:20; Heb. 1:14; see also Maimonides, = $ +! 2.6.

144“..how He does not usually speak to men except by His angels” (1587).
See above, Book 1, Ch. 2.

145See above, Book 1, note 140. Cf. also Book 1, note 10.

146See Damascenus, or Saint John of Damascus (early eighth century), 5
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1®Natural History, 18.32.

180The role of divinatory or medical astrology is actually quite limited in
Galen’s writing. Galen’s medical system is founded on a theory of four bodily
humours and four temperaments (which he increases to five) inherited from
earlier Greek schools such as the Pneumatics. Galen notes in his Temperaments
the role of environmental factors, such as geography, climate, food and seasons
on the condition of the patient. Renaissance commentators sometimes pointed
to treatises like On Crisis and On Critical Days as illustrating Galen’s belief in
medical astrology.

16lGalen assimilated, for example, many of the scientific observations of the
Peripatetics, and especially the work of the Pneumatic school which was noted
for its careful descriptions and its chart making.
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century and were influential in the development of astrology in Europe.

166See above, Author’s Preface, note 3.

166Arnold of Villanova (1235-1311) was a physician to popes and kings,
professor at Montpellier and author of some seventy scientific works. His
collected works were published in several editions in the sixteenth century.
He promoted the reality of witchcraft and often dealt with alchemy and
astronomy.

167Cardinal Pierre d’Ailly (d. 1420) wrote a Hammer ofHeretics. He was also
a promoter of astrology who attributed historical occurrences to the positions
of the planets.

168Bodin's comments are very approximate here and would make the world
about 6,090 years old. After lengthy chronological researches in his Methodfor
the Easy Comprehension ofHistory, Ch. 8, "A System of Universal Time,” Bodin
concluded, “Let us accept the Jews, the Chaldeans, and the Persians, whose
history says that not more than 5,730 years have passed since the creation"
(330). Estimates range from Eusebius (6,760 years), Augustine (6,916), Bede
(6,893) and Jerome (6,605) to Rabbi Gerson and Kimhi (5,301), Philo (5,628)
and Josephus (5,720).
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~’ Although he believed in astrology, Bodin criticizes the attempts of Cardinal
d'Ailly and others to cast a horoscope of the creation of the world. Their
calculations were bound to be inaccurate since, according to Bodin, they had
inaccurately measured the “rate of precession,” i.e. the movement of the stars
and constellations through the zodiacal houses with the passage of the
centuries. See Annabella Kitson, ed., “Bodin’s Criticism of Astrology,” in History
and Astrology (London: Unwin, 1989), 102-4. Indeed, Bodin himself in 1587
revises this passage to read, "...the first day of the world was what we now call
the twentieth of September, which is the sign of Libra.”

170Cyprian Leovice or Leowitz was a sixteenth-century Bohemian astrologer,
well known in his age. He connected events, historical and future, to
astrological conjunctions.

171Girolamo Cardano (1501-76) was a physician who published works
dealing with medicine, mathematics, physics and philosophy. Much influenced
by Agrippa, he seems in turn to have had a major influence on Wcyer. His
works were very unorthdox and controversial. The work Bodin refers to, De
subtilitate, appeared in 1550. 1-or Cardano, astrology was absolutely reliable for
predicting the future.

172See above, Book 1, note 153. The main problem for Bodin, however, is
not the inaccuracy of these horoscopes, but the impiety of subjecting God’s
power and will to the forces of the stars.
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17MHippocrates of Cos (b. 460 B.C.) was considered the founder of rational
medicine in the West. The large and influential collection of medical writings
known as the Hippocratic Corpus, cannot, however, be authenticated as the
works of Hippocrates.

178Galen’s tract Tegni (Techne iatrike), known in Latin translation as Ars
medica or Arsparva, was an essential text for the teaching of Galenic medical
principles from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance. During the sixteenth
century several new translations of the Tegni appeared as well as editions of
the Greek text and various commentaries.
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189“..against Pompey who had two times as many forces” (1587). Caesar
defeated Pompey at Pharsalus in 48 B.C.

G: & 4 =1 1.49-53.

1IAt Pavia, in 1525, the armies of France suffered a crushing defeat by the
Imperial forces of Charles V. The battle was one of the greatest military disasters
in French history, as King Francis was captured and held prisoner in Spain.

192This refers to King Erik XIV who ascended the throne of Sweden in 1560.
He went mad in 1567, murdering many nobles and others in fits of rage. In
September of 1568, he was deposed by Swedish nobles and kept prisoner by
his successor. He died in 1577, probably as the result of poisoning.
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ARev. 13:18 states that the number of the beast is 666.
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9See above, Book 1, Chapter 3.
10See above, Book 1, note 12.

"This likely refers to King Charles IX of Prance, who died in 1574 at only
twenty-four. He was reputed to have died mad. Some held this to have been
caused by remorse over the slaughter of Protestants in 1572, but Bodin insisted
that it was the result of the King having dabbled in magic and his failure to

punish witches and magicians like Trois-eschelles.
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,6"Glory on highli “Let every spirit praise the Lord”; “From the gate of hell”,;
“l believe | see the blessings of the Lord.”

17“..which the ancient Romans called 'vaecordiam iniicere’”(1587). This was
a widely feared spell, reputedly cast by a perpetrator who uttered it while tying
knots in a string. It was thought to cause impotence in men and frigidity in
women.

BThe History, $( B (

190n the Epicureans see above, Book 1, note 9
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“ Heinrich Kramer and James Sprenger, Malleus maleficarum, trans.
Montague Summers (London: Rodker, 1928; rpt. New York: Dover, 1971); and
H. Institoris and J. Sprenger, Le marteau des sorciers, trans. A. Danet (Paris:
Plon, 1973), Pt. 2, Q. 1, Ch. 7. Like others, Bodin used "Sprenger” as shorthand
for the authors of the Malleus maleficarum. In fact, Sprenger had rather little
to do with this famous work. Its principal author was Heinrich Institoris (or
Heinrich Kramer) (1430-1505), an active inquisitor in Germany. James (Jacob)
Sprenger (1436-96) was a distinguished Dominican theologian who consented
to have his name added to the work to give it greater authority and prestige.
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1& %! 1.181, 183.

37ls. 47:8-15.

BIn & "% %! 9 “Criteria by Which to
Test the Origins of Peoples,” Bodin refers to a "certain letter to Boethus,” by
Porphyry (c. AD. 232-c. 303) the Neoplatonic philosopher, in which he testifies
to the antiquity of the Chaldeans. Bodin may have had in mind his famous letter
to Anebo of Egypt which criticizes aspects of theurgy in Chaldea, Egypt and the
ancient world. See St. Augustine for Porphyry’s views about Chaldean theurgy in

% =1 10.9-11.
PTheodoret (c. 393-c. 466) Bishop of Cyrrhus. See Bk. 1 of his 5/
& / = -
0 "% % ! 1.1-2.
MN“And they ate sacrifices made to the dead” (Ps. 106:28).
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70St. Vitus's dance is a special form of rheumatic fever (Sydenham’s chorea)
which causes involuntary twitching or writhing movements. The term is also
commonly applied to a range of neurological disorders.
TLUIrich Molitor, a jurist from Constance and professor at the University of
Pavia, published : Al )< *
in 1489. For a modern translation of this work see :
3 ! Bibliotheque magique des XV® et XVle siecles, 1 (Paris: Librairie

Critique Emile Nourry, 1926). On the witches' transport see Ch. 5, 12.
Mt 4:1-11.
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73This is one of the most controversial sections of this work. Most orthodox
authorities denied the reality of the transformation of humans into animals,
believing it to be a devilish illusion. They roundly condemned Bodin’s views.

TMalleus, Q. 1, Ch. 15.

75In the 1587 text this is amended to 1574.
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wolf. Petronius in* % ! 61-62, writes of a sorcerer who could turn himself
into a wolf.
%Copas or Skopas is mentioned in Pliny, " %! 8.34.82 as the
author of the ) % The story which Bodin refers to is cited by Pliny.
See also St. Augustine, % =! 18.17

?7Bodin’s reference to Varro is erroneous here. The citation is found in Pliny
as noted above. See also Pausanius, 6.8.2.

9801aus Magnus (fl. 1530), of Gothic origin, was a prince as well as a Christian
priest. He wrote twenty-two books concerning the affairs of the Goths.

"Saxo Grammaticus was a Danish historian (c. 1150-1216) and author of
= : : in sixteen books, which mixed history,
legend and folklore.

100The text apparently confuses here William of Paris (or Auvergne),
theologian, and later bishop of Paris until 1249, who wrote the : 3 !
and Thomas of Brabant, medieval author of 5/ , See

! Pt. 1, Q. 3 where they are referred to together as important writers
on Incubi and Succubi.

101See above, Book 2, note 56.
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19The 1587 text places their activities in 1475.

60 " ,Pt. 2, Q. 1, Ch. 4.
"l Pt. 2, Q. 1, Ch. 4.
U2Paolo Grillando (Paulus Grillandus), " 2

(1536). The date of this incident is given as 1536 in the revised 1587 text.
U3St. Bernard of Clairvaux, a twelfth-century French abbot and Church
reformer.
14ohn Cassian (c. 360-435), an important figure in the early history of
monastic orders, wrote the % " on the general principles of the monastic
life.

6) ( ! 28, 1, 4.
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U6In fact, it was in the German parts of Europe that the witch-hunt was most
severe. Perhaps one-half of all the executions for witchcraft took place in
Germany. See Malleus, Pt. 2, Q. 2, Ch. 8.

N7Giovanni Francesco Pico della Mirandola (1470-1533), nephew of the
previously mentioned Giovanni Pico. The book referred to by Bodin isDe rerum
praenotione, published in 1502.
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120ohann Nider (c. 1380-1438) wrote one of the earliest demonological works
in Europe, Formicarius (The Ant Heap), around 1435. His work was an
important source for the authors of the Malleus.

128Enguerrand de Monstrelet (c. 1390-1453), a Burgundian who continued
Froissart’s chronicle of French affairs down to 1444.

12Malleus, Pt. 2, Q. 1, Ch. 6.
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'This is an extremely important point for Bodin. The universal
condemnation of witches in ancient and modern societies was one of his central
arguments for the need to believe in witches and to act strongly against them.
See Dt. 18:9-14; Lev. 18:3, 21; 19:31; Ex. 7:11.

2Inthe )% % (4.385ff), Homer depicts Proteus as an Egyptian demon, servant
of Poseidon, who has the power to take all manner of shapes, but if held till he
resumes his true shape, will answer questions. See also Virgil, = ! 4.387ff.

‘Thessaly, a district of northern Greece, was famous for its witches and
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nA reference to Johann Weyer. See above, Book 1, note 95.
121 Sam. 2:25.
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,50n these incidents see Weyer, Depraestigiis, Bk. 4, Ch. 19.

160n Fernel see above, Book 2, note 56,

17Ex. 20:3; 34:14; Deut. 4:39; 6:13-14; Jer. 25:6; Ps. 76:7; Is. 44:15-18;
Hab. 2:18-20; | Cor. 8:4-6,

uDepraestigiis, Bk. 4, Ch. 10.
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MWeyer discusses this kind of conjuring in Depraestigiis, Bk. 2, Ch. 12.

3HRo. 6:1-2; 3:8.

3%6On the Sorbonne resolution see above, Book 1, note 12.

37See Ex. 34:8; Jos. 5:14; 1 Ki. 18:42. Also Abram (Gen. 17:3) and Lot
(Gen. 19:1) prayed face down.

BThe Sacred Disease, 4.

300n Jeremiah’s declaration see above, Book 1, note 103.
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62A reference to the Dialogues of Gregory the Great (c. 540-604) who became
Pope in 590.

630n the exorcisms and miraculous cures of Apollonius see e.g. Philostratus,
The Life of Apollonius of Tyana, 3-38-40, 4.20, 8.7. While others sometimes
considered him divine (3.50, 5.24, 7.38), according to Philostratus, Apollonius
himself denounced any such claims (8.5, 7). Bodin may have been influenced
by The Treatise ofEusebius, the Son ofPamphilus, against the Life ofApollonius
of Tyana Written by Philostratus, Occasioned by the ParallelDrawn by Hierocles
between Him and Christ. This work is included at the end of the Loeb edition
of The Life ofApollonius of Tyana.

640n Simon Magus, see Ac. 8:9-24.

650N Pierre Mamor, see above, Author’s Preface, note 4.

“*“Have pity on me Lord according to etc.”
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74Prom Weyer, De praeslifiHs, Bk. 4, Ch, 10-11.

75Ex. 22:19; Lev. 18:23; 20:15-16; Dt. 27:21.

76Deut. 23:18. More recent translations of the passage make it clear, however,
that the “price of a dog" is a contemptuous reference to the fee of a male
prostitute.

77By the ‘Silent sin” Bodin meant masturbation. The story comes from Weyer,
Depraestigiis, Bk. 4, Ch. 10.

78This passage, critical of contemporary Catholic exorcism practices, earned
Bodin severe censure from orthodox demonologists.
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IMalleus, Pt. 3, Q. 13- In the next section, though, the authors of the Malleus
state that the judge should begin with mild torture, and proceed to harsher
methods only if that fails.

40Nu. 35:30; Dt. 17:6; 19:15. See above, Book 4, Chapter 2.
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41Cf. Dt. 13:17-18; 30:1-33; Nu. 25:4.

42Bodin is conflating the verses of Dt. 13:12-18.
43Dt. 13:11; 17:13; 19:20; 21:21.

2CF. Lev. Ch. 13, 14.

45“You must purge the evil from among you," Dt. 13:5; 17;7; 19:19; 24:7.
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Ml.ev. 24:16.
50Ex. 20:4-5; 32:7-10; Dt. 13:6-10; 27:15; Num. 25:1-5.

51 , Pt. 2, Q. 1, Ch. 13. In the story referred to, the witch confessed
to killing "more than she can count.”
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60See above, Book 2, note 17.
61Gen. 4:1-2.
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630n pagan sanctions against witchcraft see above, Author’s Preface, notes

(

64See Dt. 18:9-14 on blasphemous and idolatrous superstitions.
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688This reference to the Malleus is uncertain.
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