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14 Introduction

of Paris murdered their Protestant neighbours in their homes and 
in the streets. The bloodshed raged for several days in Paris and 
then spread to several provincial cities. Modern authorities estimate 
that 3,000 died in Paris and an additional 8,000 were killed in the 
provinces.6 The Estates General of 1576, which Bodin attended, 
was an unsuccessful attempt to create a new national consensus 
to end the violence. The troubles went on, however, becoming 
worse with time. It took the murder of the Catholic leader, Henry 
of Guise, in 1588 (by the King), the assassination of King Henry III 
(an act of revenge for the murder of Guise), and the conversion to 
Catholicism of the Protestant claimant to the throne, Henry IV, in 
1594 finally to settle the crisis.

Witchcraft in France

Between 1450 and 1700, witchcraft was a major concern of many 
Europeans. The height of the problem varied from place to place, 
but generally speaking, the witchcraft crisis reached its peak in 
Western Europe between 1550 and 1650. During this century, 
witches were actively prosecuted in the law courts and could be 
punished with death.

The witchcraft crisis was made up of at least two distinct 
elements. The first is popular folkloric culture. The vast majority 
of Europeans were peasant farmers, largely non-literate, whose 
culture was orally transmitted and who were very slow to change. 
Their Christianity was often a thin veneer over more primitive 
beliefs. The world of the common people was inhabited by magical 
forces and beings. Almost any feature of the landscape such as 
open fields, forests, springs, bridges and especially any unusual 
natural formation could be the subject of tales of magical occur­
rences. People seem to have been genuinely afraid of a wide 
variety of supernatural beings like giants, monsters, dwarves, 
werewolves and others who were thought to be able to do mischief 
to ordinary people. Frequently, materials from religious obser­
vances, like communion wafers or holy water, were regarded as 
magical and were used by the peasants as amulets to protect 
themselves from the dark powers that surrounded them. The dead

/,����	� J�������.� La Saint-Barthelemy� /#����	��0� ��!=�	8	.� 12:;4�





16 Introduction

Ancients, were an important component of Renaissance culture. 
Learned occult conjuring and magical literature flourished in the 
early sixteenth century, along with such pseudo-sciences as al­
chemy and astrology. In their own way, the educated elites were 
as concerned with occult magic as were the common people. While 
the peasants cast spells that they had acquired through the oral 
tradition, the elite spell-casters tried to control the occult forces of 
the universe according to the wisdom of the ancients that they read 
in learned books.

The best known author of magical works in Bodin’s time was 
Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa of Nettesheim. Agrippa’s most famous, 
or notorious, work was On the Occult Philosophy, published in 
1531. While claiming to abhor witchcraft and heresy, Agrippa’s 
work was a full account of many varieties of Renaissance magic, 
complete with “secrets" to help the reader invoke the higher orders 
of the universe.8 Bodin often refers to Agrippa as the “Master 
Sorcerer.”

Another very important development in the consciousness of the 
upper classes at this time was an explosion in the idea of evil, and 
especially of the Devil. In the art and literature of the late 
fourteenth, fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries, there is what 
seems to be an almost obsessive concern with grotesque images 
of Hell and the demons who inhabited there. Perhaps this height­
ening of dark fears is attributable to a series of grave crises that 
troubled Europe from the fourteenth to the seventeenth centuries. 
The Black Death of 1347-49 killed over one-third of the entire 
population of Europe. For the two hundred and fifty years follow­
ing this epidemic, less severe plagues occurred with alarming 
regularity, killing many and disrupting normal life. The entire 
period was one of constant violence as well, with warfare between 
the large and small states of Europe being waged without any 
significant breaks. The sense of the presence of the Devil and the 
power of evil in the world was heightened by the coming of the 
Reformation in the early sixteenth century. The splintering of 
Christendom into many rival camps could only increase the feelings

8Wayne Shumaker, The Occult Sciences in the Renaissance (Berkley: Univ. 
of California Press, 1972), 134-57; Charles Nauert, Agrippa and the Crisis of 
Renaissance Thought (Urbana: Illinois UP, 1965).
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eighty percent of all those accused of this crime were women. In 
fact, many of the men who fell afoul of the courts were accused 
because of their connection with a woman who was accused first.12

The elaboration and spread of elite demonological ideas, layered 
as they were on popular folkloric beliefs, set the scene for 
thousands of trials for witchcraft in Europe in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. The crime of witchcraft was prosecuted by 
courts all over Europe, in both Catholic and Protestant jurisdictions.

In most places, witchcraft was regarded as a secular crime, and 
was dealt with in the ordinary criminal courts, along with murder, 
theft, arson and assault. Ecclesiastical courts, or Inquisitions, dealt 
with the crime of witchcraft only in Spain and Italy. The Spanish 
and Italian Inquisitions (two completely separate bodies), while 
holding that witchcraft was a real offence, tended to treat witchcraft 
as a problem of popular superstition. They concentrated on edu­
cating the accused as to their errors and reconciling them to the 
orthodox community. Witchcraft was never a major concern for the 
Inquisitions and relatively few were punished severely for it in 
Spain and Italy. It was in the north of Europe, where the secular 
court system looked after this offence, that the heaviest persecution 
of witches took place.13

Much has been written on the witch-hunt in Europe. Some 
studies have depicted an extended hysteria, in which obsessed 
judges, using savage torture on the least pretext, sentenced hun­
dreds of thousands, or even millions, to a horrible death in the 
flames.14 But an important group of recent studies based on local 
archival records has helped to draw a more accurate picture of 
what actually transpired. While still horrifying to the modern 
sensibility, the totality of witchcraft cases is much less dramatic 
than previously thought.15 It is now clear that many of those
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22 Introduction

outside the normal system, through some government intervention. 
These cases were very controversial because of the sidestepping 
of the Parlements’ role.19

The moderation of the high courts in witchcraft proceedings was 
very distressing to the writers of demonology books in France. 
Bodin shared this dismay, but little else with his fellow demonolo- 
gists. Most of them were a generation younger than Bodin, and 
thus were raised and educated during the wars of religion. Many 
French demonologists were taught at the Jesuit College of Clermont 
of the University of Paris by the famous theologian Jean Maldonat. 
Maldonat’s lectures of the early 1570’s emphasized demonological 
themes and influenced a generation of scholars, including Louis 
Richeome, Martin del Rio and Pierre de Lancre. For these and many 
lesser known writers, demonology was connected to the defense 
of -Catholicism in France and was a highly political form of 
literature. For this group, the Protestant heresy had been born and 
was spread through the work of Satan, and in turn had made Satan’s 
evil work easier. They argued that witchcraft was the product of 
this process, and that it proliferated in the wake of the Protestant 
heresy. Since the French monarchs, from Francis 11 to Henry IV, 
did not share their views, and since the Parlements and many other 
people were hostile to them, their work took on a strident and 
defensive tone.

The Demon-Mania

The D em on-M ania is a lengthy and complex discussion of many 
aspects of magic and witchcraft. While Bodin divided it into four 
sections, or books, it really seems to fall into three parts. The first 
part is a largely theoretical discussion of magic and demons and 
how far humans can safely involve themselves in the occult. The 
second part, starting with Book Two, chapter four, covers aspects 
of witchcraft beliefs and the seriousness of witchcraft as a crime. 
The third part is Book Four, a detailed legal essay on the prosecu­
tion of witches in the courts.
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be noted that the Demonomanie continued to be published in Catholic regions�
after the ban.
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will, and said to him, “If you wish you will keep my commandments, 
and they will keep you. I have given you fire and water, you have 
power to put your hand in one or the other. You have good and 
evil, life and death, and you will have whichever one you like.”66 

And to show that after Adam’s sin, man did not lose free will, the 
principle is incorporated into the law of God, and it was even said 
to Cain that he had power to do good or evil.67 Concerning this 
Moses Maimonides comments, that all the Hebrews agree that man 
has free will, and that that is not in doubt, for which, he says, “God 
be praised.”68 Those are his words. Thus the judgment of the 
theologians remains valid, that all spirits are good or evil, and 
separated one from the other, which theologians say is meant by 
the words that, “God divided the waters from the waters,” and that 
men are the “mean” between the two.69 For some associate with 
angels, and others with demons; and one 'also finds men who care 
neither for one nor the other. Now friendship and partnership, either 
with angels or with demons, begins with tacit or express agree­
ments. We shall make use of those words which Saint Augustine, 
Thomas Aquinas, .and other theologians used. There are many men 
who are never given to contemplate intellectual things, and never 
raise their mind higher than their mouth, living like pigs and dumb 
beasts, of whom Scripture says, “They are no longer men, but 
resemble beasts, whose soul dies, together with the body.”70 And 
as for them it seems that they cannot have communication with 
spirits, either good or evil, on account of the exceedingly great 
difference which separates those pigs from spirits, which by their 
nature are incorporeal and spiritual essences. But in one who gives 
himself over and turns his thoughts to every evil and wickedness, 
his soul degenerates then into a diabolical nature, as Iamblichus 
said, first of all by tacit actions, as we shall show below, then by 
express agreements.71 And on the contrary, if a man dedicates

66Sir. 15:15-17.
67Gen. 4:6-7.
68Concerning human free will in Maimonides’ thought, see especially Other 

Writings, ch. 8; Mishneh Torah 1.5; and Guide fo r  the Perplexed, 2.48.
69Gen. 1:6-8.
70See 2 Pet. 2:12.
71In his influential treatise On the Egyptian Mysteries, the Neoplatonist 

Iamblichus (c. A.D. 250-330) warns of wicked theurgists who invoke demons 
to serve their ends (3-31).
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Teach me to do Thy will, 
for Thou art my God!
Let Thy good spirit lead me 
on a level path!79

Censuring those who pray to God to support them in their 
opinion, and continuing this prayer and reading the Scriptures, he 
found in Philo Judaeus, in the Book o f  Sacrifices, that the greatest 
and most pleasing sacrifice that the man of righteousness and 
integrity can make to God, is of himself, after being purified by 
Him.80 He followed this advice, offering his soul to God. Later he 
began, as he told me, to have dreams and visions full of instruction, 
sometimes to correct one vice, sometimes another, sometimes to 
keep away from a danger, sometimes to be freed from a difficulty, 
then another dream not only of things divine, but human as well. 
And among other things he seemed to have heard the voice of God 
while he slept, who said to him, “I will save your soul. It is I who 
have appeared to you before your eyes.”

Afterwards every morning at three or four in the morning the 
spirit knocked at his door, and he got up, sometimes opening the 
door, and he saw no one. Every morning the spirit continued to do 
it, and if he did not get up, it knocked again, and roused him till 
he got up. Then he began to be afraid, thinking that it was some 
evil spirit, he said. For that reason he carried on praying to God, 
without missing a single day, that God would send him His good 
angel, and he often sang the Psalms which he knew almost by heart. 
And then the spirit made itself known while he was awake, by 
knocking softly. The first day when he perceptibly heard several 
knocks on a glass jar, he was greatly astonished. Two days later 
while he had at his home a friend of his, the King’s Secretary, who 
is still living, and who during dinner heard the spirit knocking this 
way on a stool to make contact, he began to turn red and be 
frightened, but he said to him not to be afraid, it was nothing. 
Anyway, to reassure him he told him the truth of the matter.81

79Ps. 143:10.
80Philo, )�� &����� ���� )�����*���	�	��!  3-
81Bodin omits the incident with the King’s Secretary from the 1587 edition 

of the text.
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82,'...some kind of light like a round disc, very bright like sunlight, and red�

like fire at night...” (1587).
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Chapter 3
The Difference between Good and Evil Spirits

We said that a witch is one who tries to accomplish something by 
diabolical means. Then we spoke about the association of spirits 
with men. One must therefore learn the difference between them 
in order to tell the children of God from witches. This is very 
necessary to lift the veil of piety, of religion, and the mask of light 
which the Devil quite often puts on to deceive men. The ancient 
Greeks and Romans noted that there were good and evil spirits, 
which the ignorant cannot, and the Atheists will not believe; and 
the witches who put on a good face in order to allay the suspicion 
people would have of them, on the surface make fun of this, but 
really they understand it only too well.

We have plenty of examples that the Devil tries to mimic the 
works of God, as we read of the magicians of Pharaoh.83 Thus we 
read that evil spirits tricked people in ancient times, as they still do 
now, in two ways: one openly with formal pacts in which it was 
usually only the greatest simpletons and women who were snared. 
The other way was to deceive virtuous but very foolish men by 
idolatry and under a veil of religion, so that Satan, in order to get 
people to worship him and to turn men away from the worship of 
a true God, would only deliver his oracles and responses through 
those women who were virgins and who fasted, and prayed to 
Apollo and other such gods.84 The Devil was able to maintain this 
so successfully that in the Western Islands it was found before the 
Spaniards took possession there, that their priests made great fasts, 
prayers and processions, bearing their idols as standards and 
singing in their honour. Then later they were seized by evil spirits 
and recounted marvels, as we read in the histories of the West 
Indies.85 Generally the priests did not marry, except those who
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88In Phaedrus, Socrates, who is Plato’s chief spokesman in most of the�

dialogues, speaks of the “madness” of the Sibyl and other prophets, and�

approves of the fact that men of old "jaeld madness to be a valuable gift, when�
due to divine dispensation” (244b-d).

89 “For as soon as Plato had doubled the altar on all sides the plague stopped” (1587).
90On Plato and the problem of the doubling of the size of the altar at Delos,�

see Plutarch, The E at Delphi, 386E-F, and Moralia, 579B-D.
	�� � � 20:4; Lev. 26:1; Dt. 5:8.
92 On the Mysteries o f Egypt, 3.4.
93 On the Mysteries o f Egypt, 3.31.



66 On the Demon-Mania of Witches

...But in order to show that the greatest minds, and the saintliest 
persons are very often deceived, and that the most powerful 
witchcraft takes on a fine veil of piety, it will be shown below that 
the invocation of devils_(which the most despicable witches do 
now) is full of prayers, fastings, crosses and consecrated hosts which 
witches use in this. Not long ago there was a witch at Blois, Who 
in order to cure a woman who was under a spell and languishing 
in bed, said Holy Mass at midnight in the Church of Notre Dame 
des Aides, and then stretched herself out on top of the sick woman, 
muttering some words, then she was cured. Hence it is evident that 
Satan had taught her that ceremony, which was just as the prophet 
Elijah did when he revived the son of the Sunamite widow through 
the power of God.94 But two months later the woman whom the 
witch had cured fell ill again and died. When questioned about this, 
the witch said that she had talked too much, as I learned from 
Hardouin, keeper of the Lion tavern in Blois. For she had said that 
the witch who had cast a spell on her had given the spell to someone 
else, which is a customary thing with all witches who mimic 
physicians, as we shall explain later on.

The Protector of Witches, after tracing the circles and despicable 
symbols (which I shall not set down) for finding treasures,95 writes 
that one must while digging in the ground say the Psalms: “De 
profundis," “Deus misereatur nostri, etc.," "Pater noster,” “Ave 
Maria, etc., a porta inferi," “Credo videre bona Domini, etc.,” 
"Requiem aeternam etc.,”96 and read the Mass. And to accomplish 
something else which I will not say, they write on four sheets of 
virgin parchment, “Omnis spiritus laudet Dominum,’’97 and hang 
them on all four walls of the house. To do other wickednesses which
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102Bodin, like Augustine, notes the frequent historical phenomenon, governed�

by Providence, in which evil powers are destroyed by other evil powers. Augustine�
describes, for example, how the wicked tyrant Marius was destroyed by the even�

more terrible Sulla. The demons favoured this since, “They had more to fear from�

his correction than from his defeat.” See City of God, 2.24.
103 An inexact reference perhaps to Jer. 46:10, but a succinct summary of�

Jeremiah’s message.
104Bodin alludes both to the Neoplatonic philosophers of late antiquity and�

to the philosophers of the Florentine Platonic Academy established by Marsilio�

Ficino in the fifteenth century.
105The works of Proclus (A.D. 410-85), lamblichus (c. A.D. 250-330) and
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diabolical art, whose works are published with fine official charters, 
established all the charms and invocations of devils.106 They are 
published everywhere with the licence of princes, which is one of 
the most dangerous plagues of states. For he composes symbols, 
which he terms peculiar to the demons of each planet, and which 
he would have engraved on the metal corresponding to each planet, 
at the moment when the planets are in their highest point or “house” 
with a favourable conjunction. Then he wants also to have the 
planet, the stone, and the animal that corresponds to each planet. 
With all that, one is to make a sacrifice to the planet.107 And 
sometimes he wants the image of the planet and the hymns of 
Orpheus the Sorcerer,108 on which the Prince of Mirandola has too 
often dwelled under the guise of philosophy, when he says that the 
Orphic hymns do not have less power in magic than the hymns of 
David in the Kabbala.109 Also he boasts of having been the first to 
discover the secret of the hymns of Orpheus who was the master 
of the sorceress Medea. But one finds that these hymns are 
composed in honour of Satan....

Now by this same means the Master Sorcerer instructs his 
disciples in every idolatry, impiety, and witchcraft. It seems though 
that the Academics, as I said, practised it through ignorance and 
error, proceeding in good faith thinking that they were doing good. 
But Agrippa employed it because of despicable impiety, for he was 
for his whole life the greatest witch of his age. And immediately 
after his death, writes Paulus Jovius and several others, people 
noticed a black dog, which he called “monsieur” coming out of his 
room, which went and dove into the Rhone, and was not seen 
again.110
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m Timaeus, 28-30, 38c, 53b sq., 55c; Sophist, 265b-e; Statesman, 269c-e;�
Laws, 10.886-899b; Republic, 10.597d; Tbeaetetus, 176b, etc.

114For Aristotle’s concept of a First Mover, see Metaphysics, 5, and Physics,�
8.6, 258b lOf.

115See above Book 1, note 39.
116Epiphanius (c. A.D. 315-403), Bishop of Salamis, was, in his famous work�

Panarion, a fervent defender of orthodoxy and a relentless antagonist of all�
heresies against the Church in his time. Marcion (c. A.D. 85-c. 160) was�

excommunicated because of a religious movement he organized which was�

intended to rival the Church. His theological system included a God of Love�
opposed by a Demiurge, who had created man and ultimately cursed him, and�
a Son whom God sent into the world. Basilides was a second century Gnostic�

Christian theologian of the Alexandrian school whose teachings likely included�

various unacceptable elements of Docetism, Platonism and Stoicism in which�
the realm of matter (e.g. the flesh) was at war with the spirit.



72 On the Demon-Mania of Witches

an atheism, and he who establishes more than one or a countless 
number of gods is trying to remove the true God....117

The Academics and Peripatetics affirm that God is the efficient 
cause of the first intelligence,118 which the Hebrews call “Meta- 
tron”119—which is the cause of the second, and the second of the 
third, and consequently of the others, up to the final causes. This 
is why Julian the Apostate, following the error of Plato and of his 
master Iamblichus, in his work against the Christians holds this 
opinion, rebuking the Christians who maintain that God is the 
beginning and origin of both visible and invisible things without 
means,120 which is in accordance with the formal text of sacred 
history, where it is stated, “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth,” and then each of the creatures as it is 
reported in order from the creation of the angels.121 And the most 
learned in the secrets of the law say that these words, “God created 
the heavens and the earth,” mean both matter and form, thus 
disproving the opinion of those who believe that God did not create 
matter but only form, since the formless matter was already present, 
which is a pernicious error.122 It is true that there are some who
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believe, like Origen, that God has continually created a succession 
of countless worlds, and when He wished He destroyed them-.123 
that is, the elemental world, every seven thousand years, and the 
celestial world every forty-nine thousand years, uniting all the 
blessed spirits in Himself, and letting matter remain confused and 
formless for a thousand years. Then He renewed by His power all 
things in their first condition and beauty....124

Because of this they say that no mention is made of the creation of 
Angels at the creation of the World, in order to show that they had 
remained immortal after the corruption of the preceding worlds, which 
the Prince of Mirandola considered certain in his positions on the 
Kabbala.125 That is what the Hebrews maintain in their secret philoso-

Both Jewish and Christian commentators refer as well to verses such as 2 
Macc. 7:28 and Isaiah 44:24. Maimonides, who assembled a systematic critique 
of Aristotle's position on the eternity of the universe in &��� =�	���� � � � ���  
$�����+��  (Pt. 2, ch. 13-25), affirms that “the belief in the Creation is a 
fundamental principle of our religion’’ (201). See also Tertullian, 5��	���  
 ���������!  21.2; Lactantius, :	3	��� >���	�����!  2.8 and Aquinas, *����  
�������	��!  1, Q. 44-46.

!23Origen (c. 185-c. 254), a Christian Platonist from Alexandria and one of 
the most controversial theologians of the early Church. Many of his ideas were 
deemed heretical, although he was essentially an orthodox Christian thinker. 
He taught that the world is eternally in process of creation, and that souls 
pre-existed and continue to evolve. His fullest theological exposition is in his 
:�� � �	� �	�		�� �) �� <	���� $�	��	������  Bodin’s remark reflects a common 
misunderstanding of Origen’s belief in “Apocatastasis,’1 or “Restoration of all things" 
in which “the End is like the Beginning.” See )��<	����$�	��	����!  Bk. 1, ch. 6; Bk. 2, 
ch. 1, 3- It is not clear whether this return to the perfection of the beginning will 
be reached after a succession of ages, or after the mounting of heavenly spheres.

124Bodin is referring to Kabbalistic speculations about the “Work of Creation” 
embodied in the doctrine of the “shemittot” or cosmic cycles. Originating in 
twelfth century Kabbalistic schools, this doctrine taught that the basic unit of 
world history is the 50,000 year jubilee. “Some Kabbalists thought that after 
each ‘great jubilee’ a new creation would begin ‘ex nihilo,’ a view which passed 
from Bahya B. Asher to Isaac Abrabanel, and from him to his son Judah, who 
mentioned it in his famous Italian work, :	�����	��	5 � ����D  Gershom Scholem, 
E�//����  (New York: New American Library, 1978), 121. Bodin cites Rabbi 
Judah, better known as Leone Ebreo, whose :	�����	  were published in 1535.

125�������	����!  [29] n. 2; [30] n. 28; see also &��� ��������!  Bk. 3, “Of the 
Angelic and Invisible World.”
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refuted it by common consent,132 as well as Plutarch133 and Galen,134 
and even the Epicureans have ridiculed it.135 So we shall stop 
there: that God created matter from nothing....

It is written that God made man out of the silt of the earth, after 
taking the matter, which He had already prepared, which also 
implies a higher secret, namely, that God made the intellect from 
the soul....136 After the first creation of all things, God distributed 
His Angels, by means of which He renews and maintains His 
creatures.137 And when one says that God is the efficient cause, the
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form and matter of the world, it does not mean that He is the form 
of the sky, or any creature, but that it is He who gives being to all 
these things, and that without Him nothing can subsist.138 When I 
say  ̂“angel,"J mean generally every power, and every virtuejvhich 
God gives to creatures, so that good and bad spirits, as well as men, 
and winds and fire are called “angels” in Scripture.139 Thus when 
one sees the heavens and the celestial lights move, it is done 
through the ministry of angels; so that one uses the term “angel” 
properly, as all theologians and philosophers admit, and even 
Aristotle states, that if there are fifty heavens, there are as many 
“angels” or “intelligences.”140 Not that God cannot by His will, 
without other instruments, conduct all things: but it is more fitting 
for Divine Majesty to make use of His creatures. This is why one 
reads in Scripture that God is in the assembly of angels, and that 
evil spirits are also present in the assembly, as Micaiah the prophet 
declares to the kings of Juda and Samaria;141 and God speaks to 
Satan in the assembly of angels, as it is written in Job.142 This is 
what all the Hebrews expound about the “ministry of creatures,” 
which He uses in all things.143

We have stated above how he does not speak to men except by 
His angels;144 also He does nothing to physical bodies except by 
iheavenly bodies, using their normal powers or suddenly using 
lextraordinary power....145 So to inquire about the virtues of the 
(heavenly lights, providing that one does not go beyond natural 
Icauses, is and has always been lawful—and in that lies the glory 
]of God, who does such wondrous things by His creatures. This is 
'the view of Damascenus,146 and of Thomas Aquinas in his treatise

138Wis. 1:7; 8:1.
139Ps 103:20-22; 104:4; see also =�	���� � � �����$�����+��!  2.6.
l40On the plurality of “unmoved movers” in Aristotle’s discussion of motion, 

see $�%�	��!  8.5 (2581) 11; 259a 6-13; 259b 28-31); and ������%�	��!  12.8. See also 
Maknonides, =�	����������9B����+��!  2.4; and Aquinas, *��	��������%���!  1, Q. 50, Art. 3.

1411 Ki. 22:19-22.
141Job Ch. 1, 2.
H3See Ps. 103:20; Heb. 1:14; see also Maimonides, =�	���� � � �����$�����+��!  2.6.
l44“...how He does not usually speak to men except by His angels” (1587). 

See above, Book 1, Ch. 2.
145See above, Book 1, note 140. Cf. also Book 1, note 10.
146See Damascenus, or Saint John of Damascus (early eighth century), 5�
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which is evident in the regular seasons, in their constant heliacal 
rising and setting. Then later God says in general to Job, “Do you 
know the laws of the heavens? Can you set their dominion over the 
earth?”156 These are all passages which show the great power that 
God has given to the celestial bodies over the elemental world. Also 
after the creation of the heavenly lamps, God said that they would 
be “for signs and seasons, and for days and years,”157 which does 
not only mean to count the days, for a million stars would not serve 
as anything. Now far be it that this power and virtue of the heavenly 
bodies, so great and admirable, diminish in any way, since by it, 
rather, the power of God is wondrously enhanced and augmented.

For if we praise God seeing the virtue of a stone, of an herb, or 
of an animal, how much greater occasion we have to praise God, 
seeing the grandeur, the force, the brightness, the speed, the order, 
the awesome movement of the heavenly bodies. That is why the 
psalmist having praised God for the things which are here below, 
when he comes to point out the power of the stars, is filled with 
exaltation, and exclaims as follows:

When I look at Thy heavens, the
work of Thy fingers,
the moon and the stars which
Thou hast established;
what is man that Thou art mindful
of him?158

And truly, the Heavens are a most beautiful theatre for the praise 
of God, and the more one knows the effects of these heavenly lights, 
the more one is inspired to praise God. The greatest dullards are 
surprised to find that the sea is at high tide when the moon is full 
or new, and in quarters the tide is low, and that each day the tide 
is an hour later; and in the same country, same region, same clime, 
in different ports the time of the incoming and outgoing tide is 
different. Fishermen find all kinds of empty shells. In short the 
animals, the plants, and all the elements sense a marvelous change 
in the blood, humours, and bones at its waning and waxing.

156Job 38:33.
157Gen. 1:14.
158Ps. 8:3-4.



Book 1.5 79

At full moon carpenters would not cut down a tree to build, until 
the setting of the moon, otherwise the wood is useless for building. 
At the same time one must graft and cover the roots of plants, 
winnow grains and vegetables during the waning of the moon, and 
other innumerable observations recorded by the ancients which one 
can find in Pliny, Book 18, Chapter 32.159 Doctors admit that the 
critical days of fevers and illness are all governed by the moon. 
Galen even wrote several books about it, marvelling about some­
thing one frequently sees in the horoscope of a patient: that the 
opposition or quarter of the moon in the sun produces a notable 
change in patients, as well as when the moon reaches the opposition 
or quarter of the place from where it set out when the illness 
began.160 One also observes with plague and other common dis­
eases that at each quarter, in one instant a countless number of 
people suddenly die. Now Galen made his judgments according to 
the experience which he had acquired from the observations of all 
the ancients161 * *—for he did not even know the true movement of 
the moon, as is apparent from his books. But he would have been 
much more surprised if he had heard of the effects of the other 
planets, and of the conjunctions, both in relation to each other and 
to the fixed stars, especially on the body and disposition of a person. 
'For the ancients have noted as maxims, and through the experience 
of many centuries, that when Saturn and Mercury are in opposition 
in a violent sign, as a rule the man who is born then is tongue-tied 
or mute. When the moon is in the Levant, the person is healthy. 
The child who happens to be born at the time of the eclipse will 
not live. One who is born in the conjunction of the moon does not 
live long. In short, the Arabs having learned the force of the celestial

159Natural History, 18.32.
160The role of divinatory or medical astrology is actually quite limited in 

Galen’s writing. Galen’s medical system is founded on a theory of four bodily 
humours and four temperaments (which he increases to five) inherited from 
earlier Greek schools such as the Pneumatics. Galen notes in his Temperaments 
the role of environmental factors, such as geography, climate, food and seasons 
on the condition of the patient. Renaissance commentators sometimes pointed 
to treatises like On Crisis and On Critical Days as illustrating Galen’s belief in 
medical astrology.

161 Galen assimilated, for example, many of the scientific observations of the
Peripatetics, and especially the work of the Pneumatic school which was noted
for its careful descriptions and its chart making.
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the moon is in conjunction with another planet, which I will not 
indicate, and both are at the head of the Dragon, will obtain what 
he asks for. Pietro d’Abano,165 165 a Master Sorcerer if ever there was 
one, said he practised this to entice men to such wickedness. Hence 
there is not less impiety than ignorance since the head and tail of 
the Dragon are only two points of an imaginary intersection, and 
of two imaginary circles, which have neither star nor planet, and 
are variable at all times. Moreover Albumazar is even more odious 
for having dared to set the time limit for religions according to 
celestial influences, since he said that the Christian religion would 
come to an end in the year 1460. Yet it has been more than one 
hundred years since the time expired. In a similar case Arnaldo the 
Spaniard had ineptly predicted that the Antichrist would come in 
the year 1345,166 and Cardinal d’Ailly,167 168 who filled his book with 
such lies discoursing on the end of the three religions, supposes 
that it has been seven thousand seven hundred and fifty-eight years 
since the creation of the world, in which he was mistaken by fifteen 
hundred years according to the calculation approved by Christians 
and Jews.1*38 Also in the horoscope of the creation of the world, he 
has the sun located in the Ram, which however was in Libra, 
according to the formal text of the Bible where it is clear that the 
first day of the world was what we call the tenth of the seventh

century and were influential in the development of astrology in Europe.
165See above, Author’s Preface, note 3.
166Arnold of Villanova (1235-1311) was a physician to popes and kings, 

professor at Montpellier and author of some seventy scientific works. His 
collected works were published in several editions in the sixteenth century. 
He promoted the reality of witchcraft and often dealt with alchemy and 
astronomy.

167Cardinal Pierre d’Ailly (d. 1420) wrote a Hammer o f Heretics. He was also 
a promoter of astrology who attributed historical occurrences to the positions 
of the planets.

168Bodin's comments are very approximate here and would make the world 
about 6,090 years old. After lengthy chronological researches in his Method fo r  
the Easy Comprehension o f History, Ch. 8, "A System of Universal Time,” Bodin 
concluded, “Let us accept the Jews, the Chaldeans, and the Persians, whose 
history says that not more than 5,730 years have passed since the creation" 
(330). Estimates range from Eusebius (6,760 years), Augustine (6,916), Bede 
(6,893) and Jerome (6,605) to Rabbi Gerson and Kimhi (5,301), Philo (5,628) 
and Josephus (5,720).
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month, which is the sign of Libra.169 Cyprian Leovice in our time 
has gone far beyond this, for he says that the end of the religion of 
Jesus Christ, and of the world, will be in the year 1583.170 This is a 
remarkable incongruity in Astrology, and an impiety in religious 
terms. The judgment of Cardano is no less inept.171 He calculated 
and published the horoscope of Jesus Christ in Italy and in France, 
stating that Saturn in the ninth house signified the desertion of his 
religion, and Mars with the moon in the seventh showed the kind 
of death, a ridiculous idea, given that Mars was in its own sign, 
which is fiery. But it is a much greater impiety to try to subjugate 
religion to the stars, as did also Aben-Esra who had predicted that 
a great captain would be born to free the Jews, whom he called 
"Messiah,” in the year 1464, which did not happen.172

Leaving then these beliefs and divinations full of impiety and 
ignorance, we will deal only with natural predictions in regard to 
celestial influences on bodies and on humours....

One must not determine nor employ fortuitous predictions, 
which are not founded on experience. And yet, whatever experi­
ence one might have, one must always ascribe dominion over

^’ Although he believed in astrology, Bodin criticizes the attempts of Cardinal 
d'Ailly and others to cast a horoscope of the creation of the world. Their 
calculations were bound to be inaccurate since, according to Bodin, they had 
inaccurately measured the “rate of precession,” i.e. the movement of the stars 
and constellations through the zodiacal houses with the passage of the 
centuries. See Annabella Kitson, ed., “Bodin’s Criticism of Astrology,” in History 
and  Astrology (London: Unwin, 1989), 102-4. Indeed, Bodin himself in 1587 
revises this passage to read, "...the first day of the world was what we now call 
the twentieth of September, which is the sign of Libra.”

170Cyprian Leovice or Leowitz was a sixteenth-century Bohemian astrologer, 
well known in his age. He connected events, historical and future, to 
astrological conjunctions.

171Girolamo Cardano (1501-76) was a physician who published works 
dealing with medicine, mathematics, physics and philosophy. Much influenced 
by Agrippa, he seems in turn to have had a major influence on Wcyer. His 
works were very unorthdox and controversial. The work Bodin refers to, De 
subtilitate, appeared in 1550. 1-or Cardano, astrology was absolutely reliable for 
predicting the future.

172See above, Book 1, note 153. The main problem for Bodin, however, is 
not the inaccuracy of these horoscopes, but the impiety of subjecting God’s 
power and will to the forces of the stars.
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ancients shows that the moon in conjunction with the Hiades or 
Pleiades, or with the stars of Cancer stimulates vapours, and 
consequently rain. But some observations are much more certain 
than others, for example, what all the ancients confirmed and is 
readily perceived, that when the fourth and sixth moon are bright 
and clear, it gives a sure portent of the whole moon, unless some 
significant conjunction occurs. And yet the reason has never been 
discovered....

I will omit speaking of the natural predictions of doctors which 
everyone can observe. Galen and Hippocrates177 178 treated it through­
out their works, and principally in the book De arteparva ,118 when 
it says, for example, that the person feeling a weakness and a 
trembling of the nerves, can be sure of the onset of gout. And if 
dysentry begins with melancholy it is fatal. Still, yet there is Phy- 
toscopy, which is the foretelling of hidden things by plants, like the 
switch of Coryles, or of Hazel divided in halves, held in the hand 
tilted toward where there are metals. It is something quite com­
monly experienced by prospectors. Thus ore-bearing earth is put 
on it to make it rise higher. All these predictions are known from 
experience, although the causes are hidden and unknown. Never­
theless they are natural, and the search for them reveals the 
grandeur and wondrous beauty of the works of God.

Now just as the natural means which God gave us to learn hidden 
and future things are good and praiseworthy, so also are all the natural 
means which He taught us to support, nourish, clothe, and maintain 
ourselves in health, strength, and good cheer, and to cure ill­
nesses—provided that one recognize that the strength of the foods 
and medicines, and other hidden powers which are in elements, 
plants, rocks, metals, and animals come from God, who withdraws 
His strength when He sees fit, and who “breaks the strength of bread,”

177Hippocrates of Cos (b. 460 B.C.) was considered the founder of rational 
medicine in the West. The large and influential collection of medical writings 
known as the Hippocratic Corpus, cannot, however, be authenticated as the 
works of Hippocrates.

178Galen’s tract Tegni (Techne iatrike), known in Latin translation as Ars 
medica or Ars parva, was an essential text for the teaching of Galenic medical 
principles from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance. During the sixteenth 
century several new translations of the Tegni appeared as well as editions of 
the Greek text and various commentaries.
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as it is stated in the law of God, when He sends famine.179 But one 
who considers the strength or the power of natural things as deriving 
from them, does injury to God, to whom belongs the praise. This is 
why Galen at the end of his twenty books On the Usefulness o f  the 
Parts o f  the Body o f  Man, after revealing the admirable secrets found 
there, concludes thus: “It seems to me,” he exclaims, “that we have 
sung a beautiful hymn in praise of God.”180 And even better, Seneca, 
criticizing those who used to say, “nature” does this, “nature” does 
that, says, “Tu naturae Deo nomen mutas”; that is to say, “You change 
nature into God.” How much finer it would be to say, “God” does this, 
"God” does that.181 In all of Holy Scripture, this word “nature” is never 
found. Thus it is always written, “God caused” this to be done, “God 
caused” that to be done....

It will suffice then from what has been said to establish that the 
natural means of accomplishing something are lawful and ordained 
by God, when one offers to Him in return (and not to any creature) 
honour and praise: either to learn future and hidden things, or to; 
perform any other deed, such as searching for mines by the sign of 
certain stones and plants, rather than by diabolical means. But I cannot 
overlook what Giovanni Pico della Mirandola writes in his propositions 
on magic; that natural magic is only the practice of Physics,182 which 
is the snare into which Satan lures the most gentle minds who think 
that by the strength of natural things one will attract, indeed one will 
constrain celestial powers. Nevertheless in the twenty-fourth proposi­
tion the same author argues that there is nothing that has greater force 
in magic than figures and symbols.183 And in proposition twenty-one 
he maintains that barbarous and meaningless words have more power

179Lev. 26:26; Ps. 105:16; Ez. 4 :l6 , 5:16, 14:13.
180The final book of this work is actually the seventeenth book, which Galen 

calls an “Epode” or a “hymn of praise to the gods,” because o f the skill and 
wisdom of the Creator.

181Lucius Annaeus Seneca (4 B.C.-A.D. 65), statesman, Stoic philosopher, 
lawyer and man of letters. Among his extant works are nine tragedies and 
various prose treatises, including his B	�" �	'���/ " 	 � � ��� � � �  on fire, air, water, 
earthquakes, comets and other natural phenomena. He is best known, however, 
for his �������� � � � � � 	 � (����� .&����" '	�� � � � 	 '� � � 	 � � � " ��'�" � >!  which were 
frequently cited by both Bodin and Montaigne.

� � � � �'" ���� ��!  [60] n. 3.
183 � � � �'" ���� ��!  [61] n. 24.
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outcome of the battle of Pharsalia, where he won the victory against 
Pompey who had three times as many forces, and who consulted 
all the soothsayers and magicians before doing battle.189

I have noted that many princes have been ruined after seeking 
the counsel of soothsayers. Ariovistus, king of the Germans, who 
had four hundred thousand men, governed himself in accordance 
with the witches concerning the day of battle, which they prevented 
from being given out before the new moon. Caesar knowing this, 
as he writes, suddenly gave battle to him, and won.190 But without 
going any further we have the example of one who tried to learn 
the outcome of the battle of Pavia by means of a witch, who evoked 
before his eyes the host of his enemies191: the answer was similar 
to the ancient oracles, and the outcome grievous for all of 
France....We have yet another example in the king of Sweden, and 
the letters sent to the princes of Germany in the year 1563 which 
related that King Henry of Sweden had four witches who boasted 
of preventing the victories of the king of Denmark. But they laid 
hold of one of them who could not prevent the executioner from 
burning her alive. The king four years later was seized by his 
subjects, deprived of his realm, and cast into a prison where he still 
is.192 This comprises our remarks on human predictions. Let us now 
discuss unlawful means.

189“...against Pompey who had two times as many forces” (1587). Caesar 
defeated Pompey at Pharsalus in 48 B.C.

�G�:������������	��� �&��� ���4������ ��=����!  1.49-53.
191 At Pavia, in 1525, the armies of France suffered a crushing defeat by the 

Imperial forces of Charles V. The battle was one of the greatest military disasters 
in French history, as King Francis was captured and held prisoner in Spain.

192This refers to King Erik XIV who ascended the throne of Sweden in 1560. 
He went mad in 1567, murdering many nobles and others in fits of rage. In 
September of 1568, he was deposed by Swedish nobles and kept prisoner by 
his successor. He died in 1577, probably as the result of poisoning.
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193 1 Sam. 28:3-25.
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is prediction approved by the law of God, and prediction approved 
by political laws. We read that Joshua cast lots on the whole army 
of the people of Israel in order to learn who had taken forbidden 
booty from the city of Jericho.198 In the same way Samuel cast lots 
when it was a question of choosing a king, with these words, “Lord 
God, give Thy designation,” which was the custom of the ancients 
to drive away any diabolic power and spell.199 And so the lot fell 
to the tribe of Benjamin which was the smallest. Then the lot was 
cast on the heads of families, and the lot fell to the house of Cis. 
Then the lot was cast on all the household of Cis, and the lot fell 
to Saul, whom God had previously declared king over the people, 
so that it would not be thought that sceptres and crowns are granted 
by chance....

Thus one sees that prediction in itself is lawful, provided that the 
matter warrants it, and one pronounces these words set down in 
Scripture, “Lord God, make your choice known”; and not call upon 
Mercury, lord of the lots, as did the Greeks who first put in the jar 
an olive leaf which they called “Hermes,” that is to say, Mercury. 
Afterward they drew lots and withdrew first of all the olive leaf.

To correct this paganism, Christians when choosing a king by 
lots, draw first for God. Even then it is not enough to call upon God 
when casting lots, but it must only be used in a necessary matter, 
such as those we have described. Otherwise those who in frivolous 
matters, or through curiosity, or indeed even in a matter of state, 
would like to know whether they have to undertake a war or 
something else of consequence, must not cast lots: for it would be 
tempting God, which is quite expressly forbidden....

And generally in all matters of consequence pious people asked 
God’s counsel, who even though He did not give an answer 
sometimes, nevertheless He brought the matter to a successful end 
if the affair was just, and the heart upright on the part of the one 
asking guidance. ..

We shall also include among unlawful predictions Geomancy, 
which is the one most commonly done, and published and printed 
in books. It is another diabolic art, and yet founded on chance and 
on a lucky toss by the one who scores the points, from which come 
the fifteen figures. We shall make the same judgment on Tephramancy

198Jos. 7:10-26.
1991 Sam. 10:17-24.
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it to me, that he only wanted to show him “white magic," and not 
"black magic.” As Leo the African writes, the witches of Africa invoke 
“white demons.”4 Thus one finds that the books of the great doctor in 
the diabolical art, whom I shall not name because of my desire to bury 
his impiety forever,5 at the beginning speak only of physics, philoso­
phy, the secret virtue of waters, plants, animals, and metals, then of 
numbers and stars. And in the fourth book which is the key he had 
promised, and which his sorcerer disciples published, he mixes his 
diabolical poison of symbols, and names of devils and spirits, and their 
invocation. Avicenna6 and Algazel7 make the same error in maintaining 
that everything done by witches is done by natural causes, which is 
the real way to trick gentle minds and attract them to all kinds of 
witchcraft. Likewise they coined the word, “familiar spirit,” and in 
Africa “white demons,” in Greece “sibyls,” in Germany “white sibyls” 
and in France “fairies.” I certainly wanted to warn readers about this 
so that they would not be deceived beneath the veil of these fine 
words. For how can what this good doctor writes be true, that each 
planet, indeed each star has an evil demon, as well as a good demon, 
since there are no devils in the heavens, and all evil is enclosed in 
the elemental world, which is only a small particle of this great 
universe, and which is more than fifty thousand leagues distant from 
the sphere of the moon? Now all theologians and philosophers 
agree that each sphere has its “Intelligence” or “Angel” to move it.8 
Let us say that each star also has its “Intelligence,” although no 
philosopher has ever thought that there were evil spirits in heaven. 
And much less would two opposing demons agree in their actions, 
especially in the invariable and immutable movement of the celestial 
bodies. For man does not do so, who is free to do evil or good, and 
is sometimes stirred by the evil spirit, when he turns aside and gives

4Leo the African (Hasan ibn Mohammed al Wassan al-Fasi) (c. 1485-c. 1554), 
a Spanish Moor who travelled widely in Africa, Asia Minor and Europe. He was 
the author of A History a n d  Description o f  Africa, published in 1556.

5A reference to Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa. See above, Book 1, note 99.
6 Avicenna (980-1037) was one of the great mediaeval Arab philosophers. 

He was a commentator on Plato, Aristotle and Plotinus.
7Algazel (1058-1111) criticized Avicenna’s Neoplatonism. A mystical 

thinker, he was a religious relativist.
'O n the “Intelligences” who move the spheres, see above, Book 1, note
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9See above, Book 1, Chapter 3.
10See above, Book 1, note 12.
"This likely refers to King Charles IX of Prance, who died in 1574 at only�

twenty-four. He was reputed to have died mad. Some held this to have been�

caused by remorse over the slaughter of Protestants in 1572, but Bodin insisted�

that it was the result of the King having dabbled in magic and his failure to�
punish witches and magicians like Trois-eschelles.
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God’s commandment which says, “You shall not make for yourself 
a graven image,”12 uses the Hebrew word, “Pessel,” which means 
any moulded, cut, graven, or engraved image, and the idolatry of 
those who carry such images and symbols is incomparably greater 
than those who bow down before the images of these gods I have 
described, which nonetheless is forbidden by the law of God, on 
penalty of death.13 But the difference with the Pythagoreans, 
Academics and Pagans who practised such things in the clearest 
conscience is noteworthy. For they were not witches, even though 
they were idolators, thinking that they were worshiping God, and 
worthily serving Him by such means. But certainly those people are 
witches who know that it is forbidden, and know that the Devil is 
the author and inventor of such wickednesses, and nevertheless 
practise them.

Let us proceed then in detail, and as soberly as possible go 
through the means which are unlawful, so as to beware of them, 
and to consider them carefully for the occasion when one will sit 
in judgment on those who use them. Hence I find myself somewhat 
in a quandary. For to show the means and the words which must 
be used, would be to teach what ought to be buried in eternal 
oblivion. And also to transmit in an incomprehensible word the 
impiety which is committed in such a case, does not benefit either 
the ignorant whom one must warn to beware of the Pit, nor judges 
who wish to be instructed on the importance of the crime, so as 
not to pronounce sentence without full understanding. And espe­
cially in these times, when the towns, villages, fields and the natural 
elements are infected with such poison, including even children, so 
that it would be impossible for me to note a hundredth of the 
impieties which are committed, and which I do not wish to 
know—and even if I knew them, I would want to suppress them. 
But I will set down something in writing concerning what I have 
read about it in written reports, or from trials which have come 
forward, although evil spirits every hour invent new sciences, new 
wickednesses. Now Weyer, who causes himself to be called “de­
fender of witches,”14 cannot excuse himself of an extreme impiety, 
of having put in his book the most despicable formulas imaginable,
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a similar case a bit of copper thrown into an iron furnace, prevents 
the iron ore from melting and it turns completely to ashes. This is 
why ironsmiths after lighting the fire, are careful that no one 
approach their forge, fearing that someone might throw copper into 
it.

But we may ask if it is lawful to utter a passage from Scripture, 
such as saying a line from the Psalms when one goes to bed in 
order to wake up at whatever time one wants. And although the 
line is meant to incite David to pray and to sing the praises of God, 
nonetheless I shall not write it, because it is wrong to give a certain 
force to words, when one need only then to give it some credence. 
This always induces people to go further, and through such 
beginnings to fall headlong into superstitious and wicked things. 
And lest one be fooled by witches, their formulas are full of fine 
orisons, psalms, the name of Jesus Christ in every phrase, of the 
Trinity, of signs of the cross at each word, holy water, words from 
the canon of the Mass, “Gloria in excelsis”; “Omnis spiritus laudet 
Dominum”; “A porta inferi”; “Credo videre bona Domini,” etc.16 This 
is all the more contemptible, since the sacred words are applied to 
witchcraft.

But of all this filth there is none more frequently found every­
where, nor hardly more pernicious, than the impediment given to 
those who marry, which is called “tying the codpiece-string,”17 
including even children who make a practice of it, with such 
impunity and license that it is not even concealed and many boast 
about it. This is not a new thing, for we read in Herodotus that the 
king of Egypt, Amasis, was tied and prevented from relations with 
Ladice his wife, until he was freed by charms and solemn prayers.18

The Epicurean philosophers laugh at these marvels,19 but they 
are astonished by these tiers of codpiece-strings who are every­
where, and they can never offer any remedy for it. That is why in

,6"Glory on high11; “Let every spirit praise the Lord”; “From the gate of hell”; 
“I believe I see the blessings of the Lord.”

17“...which the ancient Romans called 'vaecordiam iniicere’” (1587). This was 
a widely feared spell, reputedly cast by a perpetrator who uttered it while tying 
knots in a string. It was thought to cause impotence in men and frigidity in 
women.

18 The History, 2.181.
19On the Epicureans see above, Book 1, note 9-
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the canon “Si per sortiarias” it is stated as follows; “Si per sortiarias, 
et maleficas artes, occulto, sed nunquam iniusto Dei iudicio permit- 
tente, et Diabolo praeparante, concubitus non sequitur, ad Deum 
per humilem confessionem est recurrendum.”20 Four or five note­
worthy things can be derived from this passage. First that copulation 
can be prevented by maleficent art, which theologians agree on, 
and even Thomas Aquinas, in the fourth book of the Sentences, 
Section 23, where it is written, that one can be tied with respect to 
one woman, and not others; and in the last chapter “De frigidis.”21 
In second place that that is done by a secret, and nonetheless just 
judgment of God, who permits it. In the third place, that the Devil 
prepares all that. Fourthly, that one must turn to God through 
fastings and prayers. Now this fourth point is very noteworthy, 
especially since it is an impiety to try to be untied through diabolical 
means, as many people do. For it means having recourse to the 
Devil, and to diabolical superstitions. It is even more strange that 
young children, who have no knowledge of witchcraft, practise it 
by saying some words and tying a codpiece-string. And I remember 
having heard it said to Riole, Lieutenant General of Blois, that a 
woman in church noticed a little boy tying a codpiece-string under 
his hat while a couple was being married. He was caught with the 
codpiece-string and fled. Also while at Poitiers during the “grands 
jours" as substitute for the King’s Prosecutor in 1567,22 I presided 
over some trials of witches. As I recounted the details of the trial to 
my hostess, who is a young noblewoman of good repute, she spoke 
at length as quite an expert in this science, in the presence of 
Jacques de Beauvais, court clerk,23 and of myself, since we were 
lodged together. She said that there were more titan fifty ways to 
tie the codpiece-string; one to impede only the husband, the other 
to impede only the wife, so that the one frustrated with the 
impotence of his partner, will commit adultery with others. Also she
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soon as the judge was advised that they were released, he freed the 
prisoner. And we can show that neither the words nor the codpiece­
string do anything, but rather that all that is guided and directed by 
the artifice and malice of the Devil, who makes use of men, while 
also aiding their wicked intentions.

And it is important to note that neither the Devil, nor his ministers 
the witches, have any power at all to bind the other senses, nor to 
prevent men from drinking and eating, as similarly they do not have 
the power to remove a single member from a man except the virile 
organs, which they do in Germany, causing the shameful parts to be 
hidden and withdrawn into the abdomen. In this regard Sprenger 
recounts that a man at Speyer believing himself deprived of his male 
parts, had himself examined by the doctors and surgeons, who found 
nothing left there, nor any kind of wound. And afterward having 
appeased the witch who had injured him, he was made whole.26 He 
tells another story of a man from Regensburg who seized the witch to 
strangle her, and she restored him because of force.

And one ought not to marvel if the Devil makes great use of such 
ligatures, for first of all it prevents the procreation of the human race, 
which he tries as much as he can to exterminate. In the second place 
it removes the sacred bond of friendship between husband and wife. 
Thirdly, those who are bound go and commit wanton acts or 
adultery. It is therefore a hateful impiety, and one which merits death, 
as we shall argue in due course. Nevertheless most of those who 
make use of such ligatures have no express agreement with the Devil, 
and do not invoke him, but it is quite certain that he is always with 
such people....

“ Heinrich Kramer and James Sprenger, Malleus maleficarum, trans. 
Montague Summers (London: Rodker, 1928; rpt. New York: Dover, 1971); and 
H. Institoris and J. Sprenger, Le marteau des sorciers, trans. A. Danet (Paris: 
Plon, 1973), Pt. 2, Q. 1, Ch. 7. Like others, Bodin used "Sprenger’’ as shorthand 
for the authors of the Malleus maleficarum. In fact, Sprenger had rather little 
to do with this famous work. Its principal author was Heinrich Institoris (or 
Heinrich Kramer) (1430-1505), an active inquisitor in Germany. James (Jacob) 
Sprenger (1436-96) was a distinguished Dominican theologian who consented 
to have his name added to the work to give it greater authority and prestige.
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Chapter 3
On Formal Invocations of Evil Spirits

Those who believe they do rightly to invoke an evil spirit, thinking 
that it is God, in order to get counsel and advice, or comfort and 
help as many still do in the Western Islands,27 and as the ancient 
pagans did, are not witches any more than those who worshiped 
the Sun and the Moon, and other creatures. Indeed one can say that 
they were “idolaters.” As to inquiring whether God takes pleasure 
in their clear conscience, I leave the judgment to God: for it is 
usurping too much the secrets of God, such as those did who also 
damned with eternal damnation Socrates, Phocion, and Aristides 
the Just as the most hateful sorcerers, and all with the same 
penalty.28 29 The law of God says that one must prescribe the penalty 
in relation to the gravity of the crime.25 But among the pagans those 
who knew the difference between good and evil spirits, and not 
only made sacrifices of their children, but also committed lewd acts 
and sodomies, and other abominable filth, against the sound natural 
reason which God has inscribed on our souls, in order to accomplish 
their ends, not only were idolaters but also witches. And all 
philosophers and lawmakers have condemned those men. This is 
why God declared to His people that He, “tore the Amorites from 
the earth,” and other peoples who gave themselves over to such 
sorceries....30 Now Satan does all that he can to subjugate men and
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They did the same with great princes. For we read in Herodotus 
that at the top of the tower of Babylon, there was a temple 
consecrated to Bel, king of Assyria, whom they called “Jupiter.”36 
And after the Assyrians and Chaldeans had begun their empire, 
exercising monarchy over all the peoples of Asia and a good part 
of Africa, their sacrifices and superstitions were disseminated and 
maintained throughout the empire which was wondrously large. 
It was composed of one hundred and twenty-seven provinces or 
governments, one of which was Egypt, which is two times as 
great as the kingdom of France, and little by little it expanded 
into Greece. For this reason, God, speaking to Isaiah, abhors 
Babylon for having sent its sorceries and superstitions to all 
peoples.37 For Porphyry writing : �, ����"� ,38 and Theodoret,39 and 
Iamblichus40 agree that all the ancient superstitions had come from 
Chaldea. Since when people had begun to deify men, they forged 
an endless number of gods. For there were no less than thirty-six 
thousand, as the ancients noted, besides the gods they called 
“Manes,” the spirits of fathers, mothers and parents, which they 
considered gods, and to whom they made sacrifices which they ate 
near the tombs. Scripture speaks against these practices, and detests 
such wickedness where it is written, “Et comederunt sacrificia 
mortuorum.”41

And in the shadow of such sacrifices people began to invoke the 
souls of the dead, which is Necromancy, and is perhaps among the 
first and most ancient kinds of witchcraft. For we see Isaiah 
condemning this impiety. “Should they,” he says, “consult the dead

I�&��� 	����%!  1.181, 183.
37Is. 47:8-15.
38In &����������� � � �����'��%�����������	���� �� 	����%!  9 “Criteria by Which to 

Test the Origins of Peoples,” Bodin refers to a "certain letter to Boethus,” by 
Porphyry (c. A.D. 232-c. 303) the Neoplatonic philosopher, in which he testifies 
to the antiquity of the Chaldeans. Bodin may have had in mind his famous letter 
to Anebo of Egypt which criticizes aspects of theurgy in Chaldea, Egypt and the 
ancient world. See St. Augustine for Porphyry’s views about Chaldean theurgy in 
�	�%�� � �=��!  10.9-11.

39Theodoret (c. 393-c. 466) Bishop of Cyrrhus. See Bk. 1 of his 5/���� ���  
������ ������&���/���� � ������=���-��

40 )�� ����'�%��	����%����	��!  1.1-2.
41 “And they ate sacrifices made to the dead” (Ps. 106:28).
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on behalf of the living?” This is in Chapter 8 42 And Saul trying to 
learn the outcome of the last battle which he had against the 
Philistines, asked the judgment of the Witch of Endor, who called 
upon Samuel, or the effigy of Samuel, which only she saw, while 
Saul saw nothing.43 Samuel asked him why he was disturbing his 
rest, since God had abandoned him; and He was his enemy and He 
had given the kingdom to David because he had not obeyed the 
word of God, and he and his children would be with him the 
following day. I know indeed that some theologians claim that it 
was the Devil, and not Samuel. But a great many believe the contrary 
and the text of Ecclesiasticus, Chapter 46 formally declares it, where 
it is stated among the praises of Samuel that he prophesied after his 
death, predicting the death of the king and the victory of the 
Philistines....44

I learned from the Sieur de Noailles, Abbe de l’Isle, and now 
Ambassador to Constantinople, and from a Polish gentleman named 
Pruinski, who was Ambassador to France, that one of the great kings 
of Christendom wishing to know the fate of his state, sent for a 
Jacobin necromancer, who said Mass, and after having consecrated 
the host had the head cut off a young first-born child of ten years 
old, and had his head placed on the host; then uttering certain words 
and using symbols, which it is not necessary to know, asked what 
he wanted. The head only answered these two words, “Vim 
patior.”45 Immediately the king went into a frenzy, crying endlessly, 
“Take away this head,” and died mad in this way. This story is 
considered certain and beyond doubt in the entire kingdom where 
the event took place, although there were only five people present 
when the deed was done.

We find a story comparable to this one about the emperor 
Theodoric,46 who after having Symmachus beheaded, when he was 
served the head of a large fish while dining, seemed to see the head 
of Symmachus, and he went into a frenzy and died soon after. And 
if it is true, who can doubt that God put those two words into the
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70St. Vitus's dance is a special form of rheumatic fever (Sydenham’s chorea)�
which causes involuntary twitching or writhing movements. The term is also�
commonly applied to a range of neurological disorders.

71 Ulrich Molitor, a jurist from Constance and professor at the University of�
Pavia, published : �����		������	���	�	�� ��A��	/��� �)��<�� ����*��������� � � � �
�	������  in 1489. For a modern translation of this work see :�������	.���������� �

��3	��������!  Bibliotheque magique des XV® et XVIe siecles, 1 (Paris: Librairie�
Critique Emile Nourry, 1926). On the witches' transport see Ch. 5, 12.

72Mt. 4:1-11.
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Chapter 6
On Lycanthropy and Whether Spirits Can Change 

Men into Beasts73
...The most difficult thing to believe, and the most wonderful, is the 
changing of the human figure into a beast and even more from one 
body into another. Nonetheless, the trials conducted of witches and 
the divine and human histories of all peoples, are undeniable proof. 
We read in the book of the five Inquisitors of witches, which I have 
mentioned quite often, that a witch named Staufer in the territory of 
Bern, who had many enemies, often escaped suddenly from their 
midst, and could not be killed except in his sleep. He left two disciples, 
the greatest witches in Germany, Hoppo and Stadlin, who brought 
tempests, lightening and violent thunderstorms.74 And without going 
very far from this realm, we have a trial conducted at the Parlement 
of Dole, and the writ issued on January 18, 1573,75 against Gilles 
Gamier from Lyons....The aforesaid Gamier on Saint Michael’s day, 
while in the form of a werewolf, seized a young girl of ten or twelve 
years old near the Serre woods, in a vineyard in the wine region of 
Chastenoy, a quarter of a league from Dole. There he killed her 
with his paw-like hands and his teeth, and ate the flesh of her thighs 
and arms, and took some to his wife. And in the same form a month 
later, he seized another girl, and killed her. He intended to eat her 
had he not been prevented by three people, as he confessed. And 
fifteen days afterward he strangled a young child of ten years old in 
the vineyard of Gredisans, and ate the flesh of his thighs, legs and 
abdomen. And later in the form of a man and not of a wolf, he killed 
another boy of twelve or thirteen years old in the woods of the village 
of Perouse, with the intention of eating him, had he not been 
prevented, as he confessed without force or constraint. He was 
condemned to be burned alive, and the sentence was carried out.

One finds still another trial conducted at Besangon, by the 
Inquisitor Jean Boin in December 1521, reported in France, Italy

73This is one of the most controversial sections of this work. Most orthodox 
authorities denied the reality of the transformation of humans into animals, 
believing it to be a devilish illusion. They roundly condemned Bodin’s views.

74Malleus, Q. 1, Ch. 15.
75In the 1587 text this is amended to 1574.
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witches of Vernon who usually gathered and assembled in an old 
ruined chateau, in the guise of a great number of cats. There were 
four or five men who decided to spend the night there, where they 
were attacked by the multitude of cats. One of the men was killed, 
and the others all scratched up, however they wounded several cats 
which were later found changed into women and severely 
wounded. And since that seemed unbelievable the investigation was 
abandoned. But the five Inquisitors who were experienced in such 
cases left a written deposition that there were three witches near 
Strasbourg who attacked a labourer in the guise of three great cats. 
In defending himself he wounded and chased off the cats who were 
found ailing in bed in the form of badly wounded women at that 
very moment. When questioned about this they accused the one 
who had hit them. He told the judges the time, and the place that 
he had been attacked by cats, and that he had wounded them. Pierre 
Mamor in a brief treatise he wrote about witches says that he 
witnessed this change of men into wolves when he was in Savoy.78 
And Henry of Cologne in the treatise which he wrote, De lamiis, 
considers it beyond doubt.79 And Ulrich Molitor in a little book 
which he dedicated to Emperor Sigismund, records the debate 
which was held before the emperor.80 He says that it was concluded 
for strong reasons, and with the experience of countless examples, 
that such a transformation was real, and he claims himself that he 
saw a lycanthrope at Constance, who was charged, convicted, 
sentenced and then put to death following his confession. There 
are available several books published in Germany, which attest that 
one of the greatest kings of Christendom, who died not long ago, 
often was changed into a wolf, and he was reputed to be one of 
the greatest sorcerers in the world. Yet Greece and Asia are even 
more infected with this plague than are the peoples of the West, as 
our merchants report, and they have to confine and imprison those 
who change this way into wolves. And in fact in 1542 in the empire 
of Sultan Suliman, there was such a great number of werewolves in 
the city of Constantinople, that the emperor accompanied by his 
guard went out in arms and rounded up one hundred and fifty of 
them, who vanished from the city of Constantinople in view of all

78Petrus Mamor, <��������� �����������  (1490).
79A probable reference to Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa who was from Cologne.
80On Ulrich Molitor see above, Book 2, note 71.
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the people. The story is related by Job Fincel in Book 2 of the 
� 	���'� , and in this all other peoples concur.

The Germans call them “Wer Woolf,” and the French “loups- 
garous,” the Picards “loups varous” which is derived from “lupos 
varios,” for the French put “g” for “v.” The Greeks call them 
“Lycanthropes,” and “Mormolycies.” The Latins label them “varios" 
and “versipelles,” as Pliny noted while describing this change from 
wolves into men.81 Frangois Phoebus, Count of Foix, in his book 
��� � "���� � ,82 explains that this word “garoux” means “gardez- 
vous,” “beware,” which Judge Fauchet pointed out to me. This is 
quite probable: for the other natural wolves hunt animals, but these 
ones more often men. This is why one can say, “Beware!”

Pomponazzi83 and Paracelsus,84 among the foremost philosophers 
of their time, believe that the transmutation of men into beasts is a 
certainty. Caspar Peucer,85 a learned man and son-in-law of Philip 
Melanchthon, writes that he had always thought that it was a fable, 
but after its having been attested by various merchants and trust­
worthy people who frequently conduct trade in Livonia, where 
many have even been charged and convicted, and after their

81Pliny, Natural History, 8.34. Pliny affirms however that such stories are false.
82This actually was Gaston III Phoebus, Count of Foix, a fourteenthOcentury 

nobleman who wrote a treatise on hunting that was printed several times in 
the sixteenth century.

83 The A ristotelian philosopher Pietro Pom ponazzi (Pom ponatius) 
(1462-1525), who taught at Padua and other Italian universities, tried, however, 
to provide a naturalistic explanation for magical and marvellous events in his 
De naturalium effectuum admlrandorum causis seu de Incantationibus (On 
Causes o f Natural Effects or on Spells) (1567). He was also considered heretical 
by many for his arguments against the reality of demons and his position that 
the immortality of the soul cannot be demonstrated by philosophy,

8<Theophrastus Paracelsus (1493-1541) was a famous and controversial 
German physician. He rejected classical medical theory and treatments and 
many of his approaches seem to presage modern medicine and psychiatry. But 
his theories are an arcane mix of occult and natural observations, and he should 
not be considered as a modem. He published ten books of which the tenth is 
the key to all the others, entitled Tenth Book o f the Arch Doctrines or On the 
Secret Mysteries o f Nature.

85Caspar Peucer (1525-1602) was an influential German Protestant physician 
who wrote an encyclopaedic work on divination, Commentarius depraecipiis 
generibus divinationum  (1553).
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I remarked above that it only takes one witch to spoil a whole 
family. And Copas, who wrote the Olympionica, states that De- 
maenetus Parrasius, after having eaten the liver of a child who was 
being sacrificed to Jupiter Lycaeus, was turned into a wolf.96 Marcus 
Varro, the most erudite man of all the Greeks and Latins, (as Cicero 
says) cites this and also considers it beyond doubt.97 The history of 
Olaus Magnus referring to the peoples of Lapland, Norway, Finland 
and Sweden, who are still pagan and full of evil spirits and witches, 
says that they frequently change from men into beasts.98 And 
whoever would like to see innumerable examples, which I am 
omitting for the sake of brevity, only has to consult Olaus, Saxo 
Grammaticus,99 Fincel, and William of Brabant....100

Many doctors observing such a strange thing, and not knowing 
the reason for it, so as not to appear ignorant, have stated and 
written that Lycanthropy is an illness of sick men who think they 
are wolves, and go running through the woods. But it would take 
many arguments and witnesses to refute all the peoples of the earth 
and all the histories, and particularly sacred history since Paracelsus, 
Pomponazzi and especially Fernel,101 the foremost doctors and 
philosophers of their time, and for many centuries, considered 
Lycanthropy an absolutely certain, true and undoubted thing.

wolf. Petronius in *��%�	���!  61-62, writes of a sorcerer who could turn himself 
into a wolf.

%Copas or Skopas is mentioned in Pliny, "�������  	����%!  8.34.82 as the 
author of the )�%��	��	����  The story which Bodin refers to is cited by Pliny. 
See also St. Augustine, �	�%�� � �=��!  18.17

?7Bodin’s reference to Varro is erroneous here. The citation is found in Pliny 
as noted above. See also Pausanius, 6.8.2.

9801aus Magnus (fl. 1530), of Gothic origin, was a prince as well as a Christian 
priest. He wrote twenty-two books concerning the affairs of the Goths.

"Saxo Grammaticus was a Danish historian (c. 1150-1216) and author of 
=����� : ������ � �:����� � ������: �����  in sixteen books, which mixed history, 
legend and folklore.

100The text apparently confuses here William of Paris (or Auvergne), 
theologian, and later bishop of Paris until 1249, who wrote the :�� ��	3����!  
and Thomas of Brabant, medieval author of 5/���� ,����  See �������  
�����	�����!  Pt. 1, Q. 3 where they are referred to together as important writers 
on Incubi and Succubi.

101See above, Book 2, note 56.
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Thus it is really quite ridiculous to measure natural things against 
supernatural things, and the actions of animals against the actions 
of spirits and demons Still more absurd is to cite illhessT which 
would only be in the person of the Lycanthrope and not affect those 
who see the man change into a beast, and then return to his owri 
shape. Saint Chrysostom says that the witch Circe had so stupefied 
the companions of Ulysses by bestial pleasures, that they were like 
pigs.102 Here it seems that he means only their reason was paralysed 
and deadened and not that their body was changed. However, all 
those who have written about Lycanthropy, both ancient and 
modern, are in agreement that the human form changes while the 
mind and reason remain intact....103

And there is no evidence that God did not give this power to 
Satan, for the counsel of God is incomprehensible, and the power 
He gives to the Devil is unknown to men, since it is declared in Job 
that, “...there is no power so great on earth which can resist him.”104 
Also one notes that the person who was executed at Dole, who 
changed from man to beast, and the ones in Savoy confessed to 
have eaten numerous children. A just judgment of God permits them 
to lose their human shape and to become wolves as they deserve. 
For from earliest antiquity male and female witches have had the 
evil reputation of eating such meats, even digging up dead bodies 
and gnawing them to the bone. Pausanias commented on this and 
said that it was a terrestial demon....105 And whatever the cause, 
divine and human histories, and the assent of the soundest body of 
theologians, with the experience and judgments of so many centu­
ries and peoples, and of the most learned, compel the most stubborn 
to acknowledge the truth, which I shall always relate to the soundest 
views of the theologians who do not agree with the canonists on 
the questions which we are treating. But in whatever way, it is clear 
that men are sometimes transmuted into beasts while their human 
shape and reason remain. Either it is done by the power of God 
directly, or He gives this power to Satan the executor of His will.

102St. John Chrysostom (c. 347—407), Patriarch of Constantinople, was a 
celebrated preacher and one of the Church’s greatest expositors of the Bible.

103See also on this topic Bodin’s Colloquium  o f  the Seven abou t Secrets o f  the 
Sublime, 2:22-25.

104Job 41:33-34.
105Pausanius, 8 .2.1-6.
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Chapter 7
Whether Witches Have Copulation with Demons

At the beginning of this work we said that Jeanne Harvillier, a native 
of Verbery near Compiegne, confessed among other things that her 
mother had been condemned to be burned alive, by decree of 
Parlement, in confirmation of the sentence of the judge of Senlis, and 
that at twelve years of age her mother presented her to the Devil who 
appeared as a tall black man, dressed in black, wearing boots and 
spurs, with a sword at his side, and a black horse at the door. Her 
mother said to him, “Here is my daughter whom I promised to you." 
And to the daughter, “Here is your friend who will make you very 
happy.” Afterward she renounced God, and religion, and then he laid 
with her carnally, in the same manner and way that men do with 
women, except that his semen was cold. After that she continued this 
every eight or fifteen days, even while she was in bed near her 
husband, without his noticing it. One day the Devil asked her if she 
wanted to be pregnant by him, and she said she did not.

I have also read the summary of the interrogations of the witches 
of Longny en Potez, who were also burned alive, which Master 
Adrian de Fer, Lieutenant General of Laon gave me. I shall set down 
here some confessions on this point. Marguerite Bremont, wife of 
Noel Laueret, said that last Monday, after nightfall, she was with 
Marion her mother at an assembly, near the Frenquis de Longny 
mill in a meadow. Her aforenamed mother had a chimney-broom 
between her legs saying—I shall not write the words down—and 
suddenly they were both transported to the spot indicated above, 
where they found Jean Robert, Jeanne Guillemin, Mary, wife of 
Simon d’Agneau, and Guillemette, wife of one named le Gras, who 
each had a broom. Present also in that place were six devils, who 
were in human form, but very hideous to look at, and then after 
the dance was finished the devils laid with them, and had relations 
with them. Then one of them, who had led her in dance, took her 
and made love to her two times, and remained with her for the 
space of more than half an hour: but he ejaculated extremely cold 
semen. Jeanne Guillemin agrees with the statements of the latter, 
and says that they were a good half-hour together, and that he 
released extremely cold semen....

Jacob Sprenger and his four assistant Inquisitors of witches, wrote 
that they tried innumerable witches, executing a very great number
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of them in Germany, and especially in the district of Constance and 
Regensburg in 1485,109 and that all of them universally without 
exception, confessed that the Devil had physical copulation with 
them, after making them renounce God and their religion. And what 
is more, they write that there were many who had repented, and 
retired without being charged, and who confessed the same; 
namely, that devils for as long as they had been witches, had had 
copulation with them....110

Now Sprenger goes even further, for he says that many times in 
the fields and in the woods witches undressed and consorted with 
the Devil in broad daylight, and often had been seen naked in the 
fields. Sometimes also their husbands found them conjoined with 
devils whom they thought were men, and struck at them with their 
swords but did not hit anything.111

Paolo Grillando, an Italian jurist who has tried many witches, 
recounts in the book of ��	�� �  that in September of 1536 he was 
asked by a priest from Saint Paul’s near Rome to conduct the trial 
of three witches who finally confessed among other things, that 
each witch had sexual relations with the Devil.112 We read also in 
the history of Saint Bernard,113 that there was a witch who frequently 
consorted with the Devil with her husband nearby, without him 
noticing it. This question (namely, whether such copulation is 
possible) was debated before Emperor Sigismund, and indeed 
whether from such copulation something could be born. It was 
resolved, contrary to the view of Cassian,114 that such copulation is 
possible, as well as procreation, in accordance with the usual gloss, 
and the opinion of Thomas Aquinas on Chapter 6 of Genesis which 
says, that those who originate from this are of a different nature 
than those who are procreated naturally....115 Also doctors do not

109The 1587 text places their activities in 1475.
669� 	''�" � , Pt. 2, Q. 1, Ch. 4.
� � 	''�"�!  Pt. 2, Q. 1, Ch. 4.
U2Paolo Grillando (Paulus Grillandus), � �	��	�"�� � � � 2 	 � � � � �� �� � ��� �����'�����  

(1536). The date of this incident is given as 1536 in the revised 1587 text.
U3St. Bernard of Clairvaux, a twelfth-century French abbot and Church 

reformer.
114John Cassian (c. 360-435), an important figure in the early history of 

monastic orders, wrote the %�����"���  on the general principles of the monastic 
life.

66)� � � � �� �	 �� �� � � �� ��( �� ��� ���!  2.8, 1, 4.
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U6In fact, it was in the German parts of Europe that the witch-hunt was most�
severe. Perhaps one-half of all the executions for witchcraft took place in�

Germany. See Malleus, Pt. 2, Q. 2, Ch. 8.
117Giovanni Francesco Pico della Mirandola (1470-1533), nephew of the�

previously mentioned Giovanni Pico. The book referred to by Bodin is De rerum �

praenotione, published in 1502.
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in the mother’s womb, as occurred in 1575 when a German 
gentleman becoming greatly vexed at his wife said that she would 
give birth to a devil. She produced a monster hideous to behold, 
thus he was reputed to be a great sorcerer....
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with dryness and heat, and the French were reduced to desperate 
straits from lack of fresh water, there were there several sorcerer 
priests who dragged a crucifix through the streets at night, address­
ing it with a thousand insults and blasphemies, and they threw it 
into the sea. Then they offered a consecrated host to an ass, which 
they buried alive beneath the door of the church. And after some 
spells and despicable blasphemies (which it is not necessary to 
hear) there fell such a violent rain that it seemed a real deluge. 
Consequently the Spaniards gave up the siege. This custom of 
dragging the crucifix and holy images into the river to get rain is 
still practised in Gascony. I saw it done at Toulouse in broad 
daylight by little children before all the people, who call that the 
“tiremasse.” And there was someone who threw all the images into 
the well of Salin in 1557. Then the rain fell in abundance. This is 
an outstanding wickedness which is overlooked through laxness, 
and a doctrine of some witches of that region who have taught this 
impiety to the poor people, while singing some songs, as did the 
priests of Sessa in the Kingdom of Naples.

As for livestock, frequently witches cause it to die by placing 
some powders beneath the threshold of the door, not that it is the 
force of the powders, which would make the witches die who carry 
them on their person, rather than the animals which pass over them. 
Moreover, witches always hide them a foot beneath the ground. But 
it is Satan only who is its minister. I will add that in a sheepfold in 
Berry three hundred white beasts died instantly in this way.

And not only does Satan exercise the power which God gives him 
in storms, hail, and lightning and on fruits and animals, but also on 
men and above all on the wicked. I stated before that the witches who 
were burned at Poitiers in 1564 confessed that at the assemblies where 
they gathered at night to worship the Devil in the form of a billy goat, 
at the conclusion the billy goat said in a terrible voice, “Take revenge, 
or you shall die!” Also they confessed that they had brought death to 
many animals and men, and they said by way of excuse that there was 
no other way to save their lives. For the natural property of Satan is 
to destroy, waste and min, as God says in Isaiah, “I have made and 
formed Satan to min, waste, and destroy.”126 Nevertheless He does not 
permit this except for the execution of His Justice.
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127Johann Nider (c. 1380-1438) wrote one of the earliest demonological works�

in Europe, Formicarius (The Ant Heap), around 1435. His work was an�
important source for the authors of the Malleus.

128Enguerrand de Monstrelet (c. 1390-1453), a Burgundian who continued�
Froissart’s chronicle of French affairs down to 1444.

129Malleus, Pt. 2, Q. 1, Ch. 6.
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Another one caused her neighbour’s chin to turn upside down, a 
hideous thing to see....

But without the pact with Satan, though a man had all the 
powders, symbols, and witches’ words, he could cause neither man 
nor beast to die. And though the Devil can make animals die with 
divine permission, nevertheless in the activities of witches, he wants 
them to give their assent and to set their hand to the task. Take for 
example what Sprenger says, that he tried a witch who had killed 
twenty-three horses of a merchant from Regensburg. She said that 
she had only made a trench, in which the Devil had put some 
powders beneath the sill of the door: this meant being personally 
implicated.131 As in a similar instance, those who make wax images 
of their enemies, and prick and stab them, having first pledged 
themselves to Satan, and renounced God, and made the horrible 
sacrifices they customarily do. By this means they cause death to 
their enemies, if God permits it, which He does not often do. For 
out of a hundred, perhaps, there will not be two injured, as has 
been learned from the confessions of witches. Nonetheless, it is 
simply a murder carried out by the Devil, and the prayers of the 
witch....

Witches in their assemblies give an account of all their acts which 
they commit, as I established above, and of all that has been done 
in any part of the world whatsoever, as was discovered at Orleans 
in the assembly of the witches of Clery. We read in a similar case 
in Sprenger, that he had seen a sorcerer named Puncker, in the 
village of Lendenbrunnen in Germany, whom Satan had taught to 
shoot arrows at the crucifix on Good Friday.132 In this way, and with 
some words which it is not necessary to know, he could by shooting 
into the air kill three men every day, after he saw and recognized 
them, with the firm and deliberate intention of killing them, though 
they be shut up in the greatest fortress in the world. Finally the 
peasants of the village tore him to pieces without the form or 
pretense of a trial, after many murders were committed by him. 
This was in 1420, when the Germans still knelt before the crucifix. 
For there is hardly less impiety in doing injury to what one thinks 
is God, than in doing injury to God: since that is done in spite of 
God who looks at the heart and the intent, which is the basis of all

m MaIleus,� ���� C.� O�� 1.� ���� 1G�
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Book Three

Chapter 1
Lawful Ways to Prevent Witchcraft

Histories teach us that spells are not new illnesses, but on the contrary 
that in ancient times there were a hundred times more, even though 
there are many now. For we see in the law of God which was made 
known about three thousand one hundred and fifty years ago, that 
Chaldea, Egypt and Palestine were infected with them; and from the 
earliest histories one finds that the territory of Asia Minor, Greece, and 
Italy (which were still only half-populated) were already filled with this 
vermin.

We see the prohibitions and rigorous penalties ordered by the 
law of God against witches, and the execrable wickednesses for 
which God’s fury became enflamed, extirpating the Canaanites from 
the earth, not for idolatries or other sins which were common then 
to all other peoples, but for the abominable witchcraft which they 
practised. \ We see before and after the Trojan war, which was about 
two hundred years after the publication of the law of God, the cruel 
sorceries of Medea, the transformations of Circe, of Proteus,* 2 and 
the Thessalian necromancies.3 Furthermore we read in the history

'This is an extrem ely important point for Bodin. The universal 
condemnation of witches in ancient and modern societies was one of his central 
arguments for the need to believe in witches and to act strongly against them. 
See Dt. 18:9-14; Lev. 18:3, 21; 19:31; Ex. 7:11.

2 In the )�%���%  (4.385ff ), Homer depicts Proteus as an Egyptian demon, servant 
of Poseidon, who has the power to take all manner of shapes, but if held till he 
resumes his true shape, will answer questions. See also Virgil, =����	��!  4.387ff.

'Thessaly, a district of northern Greece, was famous for its witches and
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engendered by corruption and who attract the poison from the 
earth, and the infection from the air. But well cultivated land, 
purified air, and cleared trees are not so subject to this infection. 
And if one lets the vermin multiply, it engenders corruption and 
infects everything. Thus that people is happy indeed which has wise 
governors, good magistrates, and especially good pastors who 
know how to instruct it well. Evil spirits then will not dwell there 
long.

But one must keep from listening to those who preach that what 
is said about witches is only an illusion, as this sorcerer doctor 
preached, about whom we spoke above, who confessed that the 
Devil had instructed him to preach this way.11 And just as God sends 
plagues, wars, and famines by the ministry of evil spirits, executors 
of His Justice, so also He does with witches, and especially when 
the name of God is blasphemed, as it presently is everywhere, and 
with such impunity and license that little children make a practice 
of it.

Now all the wickednesses, parricides, incests, poisonings, mur­
ders, and adulteries, are not as great, nor so deserving of punish­
ment by any means as blasphemies, as theologians agree. For other 
wickednesses are chiefly against men, as Samuel said, but blasphe­
mies are directly against the honour of God, and in defiance of 
Him.12 For that is the normal word one uses. And since that impiety 
prevailed in the time of Charles IX more than ever, King Henry III 
on his accession issued a holy edict against blasphemers. But its 
implementation was scorned, to the great dishonour of God and 
the impunity of blasphemers—to whom it is not enough to have 
audaciously denied God, unless they add that they do so willingly. 
And there are still to be found people who blaspheme in rhyme, 
such as one named Boursier de Troye in Champagne. He was 
arrested while blaspheming on Good Friday in the year 1569 and 
condemned to have his lip cleaved with a hot iron, to make amends, 
and to pay a fine of five hundred pounds. He appealed this and so 
escaped from prison. However it was God’s will that he be arrested 
again seven days later, and by verdict of the court was deemed 
mistried, and in the amended sentence he was condemned to make 
a public apology clad in his shirt, to have his tongue pierced with

nA reference to Johann Weyer. See above, Book 1, note 95.
121 Sam. 2:25.
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For the people will always follow the humour of their prince, 
including the most despicable perjuries and blasphemies. There was 
one prince who named only the Devil in all the oaths he swore. 
This is one of the most wicked customs there is, to call upon and 
swear by the Devil, as many do. Sometimes the Devil carries them 
off in the prime of life, just as he did in 1551 in Germany in the 
town of Wildstadt when he saw a woman who constantly swore by 
the Devil. She was carried off right before everyone’s eyes. And in 
a similar case after a host had stolen the purse of someone who 
was lodging with him, and claimed that he would give himself to 
the Devil for judgment if it was true, the Devil took him away, and 
he has not been seen since.15

Fernel recounts another story of a small child who was taken 
away while calling on the Devil.16 That is why insofar as families 
are concerned, one has to close the gate not only of cities, but also 
of every house to witches and spells.

There is indeed still another remedy: not to fear Satan at all, nor 
witches. For there is, perhaps, no greater way to give power to the 
Devil over oneself than to fear him. Also it is an affront to God to 
fear the Devil. For this reason many times in the law of God, it is 
expressly forbidden to fear in any way the gods of the pagans, who 
can do neither good nor evil.17 In fact it has often been seen, and 
is still seen every day that a witch cannot harm a person who 
denounces her and who tramples her underfoot, knowing that she 
is a witch.

There is certainly also another way since witches confess that 
one who gives charity cannot be harmed with spells, though in 
other respects he may be imperfect. Weyer, the defender of witches, 
writes in the fourth book, chapter ten,18 that the nuns of Wertet in 
the county of Horn, were tormented with evil spirits for three years 
and more. And it was noted that the circumstance arose among 
other causes, from the fact that a pound of salt was lent to an old 
witch who was not thought to be a witch, on condition that she 
would give back three pounds two months later, which the witch

,5On these incidents see Weyer, Depraestigiis, Bk. 4, Ch. 19.
16On Fernel see above, Book 2, note 56,
17Ex. 20:3; 34:14; Deut. 4:39; 6:13-14; Jer. 25:6; Ps. 76:7; Is. 44:15-18; 

Hab. 2:18-20; I Cor. 8:4-6,
u Depraestigiis, Bk. 4, Ch. 10.
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from work and sanctify Saturday above all, and that that day be 
consecrated among all the others.25 Then he continues, and argues 
that God gave power to evil spirits to chastise and do harm the 
fourth and the seventh night. And that one must indeed be careful 
not to give offense, nor to do any kind of work on Saturday. But 
he gives an astrological reason, which seemed more strange to me; 
namely, that Mars and Saturn, which astrologers call “maleficent,” 
have power those two days. This planet Saturn in Hebrew is called 
“Sabthai,” which means “resting,” and the word “Sabbath” means 
“rest.” And the law of God prescribes that one must abstain from 
work on the feast of the holy day right after sundown.26 In fact I 
have seen some trials where the witches testified that they gathered 
the night between Monday and Tuesday, like the case of Longny 
en Potez, where the witches confessed that while dancing with 
devils they raised high their broom and cried, “Har, Har, Sabath, 
Sabath,” as in another case from Berry....

25See Ex. 20:8-11; Deut. 5:12-14.
26Lev. 23:3.
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MWeyer discusses this kind of conjuring in Depraestigiis, Bk. 2, Ch. 12.
35Ro. 6:1-2; 3:8.
36On the Sorbonne resolution see above, Book 1, note 12.
37See Ex. 34:8; Jos. 5:14; 1 Ki. 18:42. Also Abram (Gen. 17:3) and Lot�

(Gen. 19:1) prayed face down.
38 The Sacred Disease, 4.
39On Jeremiah’s declaration see above, Book 1, note 103.
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except by giving the spell to someone else. In other cases, by giving 
the spell to the one who cast it. Some people recover from only 
one illness, others from several. Some others do not recover unless 
they are outside of a radius of two leagues from their home, and 
from certain persons. Some never remove the spell, unless it is with 
the consent of the one who gave it. When he tried to learn from 
the witches the reason for all that, they answered that everything 
was done according to the bargain they had made on entering 
Satan’s service, and by express agreements....42

H�	''�"�!� ��3  2, Q. 2.
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to God, he will be mistreated, tormented and beaten, unless God 
by His grace preserves him. I remarked before that I have met one 
individual who was followed everywhere by an evil spirit, and could 
not get rid of it, and when he was sound asleep the devil woke him 
by pulling on his nose and ears, asking him whether he did not 
wish to ask him for something. Sprenger says that he condemned 
many witches who were very happy that they were being put to 
death, claiming that they were beaten by the Devil if they did not 
do his commandments and that otherwise they had no rest what­
soever.53 1 also mentioned a gentleman living near Villers-CotterSts, 
to whom a Spanish soldier had sold an evil spirit in a ring. Since it 
did not obey the gentleman as he had hoped, he threw the ring into 
the fire. Since then it has not ceased to torment him. There are also 
some persons who used to be witches, and who renounced God, 
and swore alliance to Satan; as they are familiar with his deceptions 
they pay no heed to him. Satan does not do anything to them 
however, for he is satisfied that they belong to him. There are others 
who just seem to be mad, and who laugh and jump about for no 
reason...and indeed, if a man’s madness does not derive from 
illness, it is one of the signs that the person is possessed by an evil 
spirit.

One sees people also who are not otherwise mad; and yet they 
sleepwalk, as if they were awake. It is a lethargy, or some other 
illness of the brain which happens sometimes to the most sensible 
people. I have seen three persons suffering from this malady who 
had no pain. Even Galen confesses that he was ill this way once 
and went half a quarter-league sound asleep, until he hit a stone 
which made him fall and woke him up.54 But there are some who 
go very often at night with their eyes closed and climb up on houses, 
churches, and inaccessible high spots, where the most alert and 
sensible person in the world could not get up. And if they are called 
by their name, immediately they fall to the ground. Sprenger reports 
having seen some fall this way at Orleans.55 There was also one 
roving about at night followed by his companion who slept with 
him; and when he saw him go into the river he did not try to follow 
him. But fearing that he would go too far, he called him by his
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was tormenting.61 We have a similar story in Saint Gregory in the 
first dialogue.62 There was a priest who when he saw a woman 
seized by the devil, took a stole and placed it on the woman. 
Suddenly the devil lay hold of the priest and left the woman....

Sometimes devils go away at the command of witches, as they 
say about Apollonius of Tyana, who drove out devils, or rather they 
obeyed him to give him the prestige to deify himself, as he tried to 
do, and found numerous disciples who made more of him than of 
Jesus Christ.63 Simon Magus did the same thing.64 For there is no 
finesse or subtlety which Satan does not think of in order to make 
men commit idolatry. His power is not ruined by this, but firmly 
established....

Sometimes the devil groans, as if he was suffering great pain, and 
they claim to be the soul of this or that person, in order to keep 
men always in error. We have quite a number of these stories. Pierre 
Mamor tells one which happened in France at Confolens-sur-Vi- 
enne, in the home of one called Capland in the year 1458, where a 
devil who said he was the soul of the deceased woman, moaned 
and cried out, lamenting very loudly.65 He admonished them to 
make many prayers and pilgrimages, and revealed many true things. 
But someone said to him, “If you want us to believe you, say 
‘Miserere mei Deus secundum etc.,’”66 but he replied that he could 
not. Then those present ridiculed him, and shuddering they fled. 
The same happened to Nicole Aubery, from Vervins, about whom 
Mr. Barthelemy Faye, Counsellor to the Parlement, wrote the story

61A c . 19:13-16.
62A reference to the D ialogues of Gregory the Great (c. 540-604) who became 

Pope in 590.
63On the exorcisms and miraculous cures of Apollonius see e.g. Philostratus, 

The Life o f  Apollonius o f  Tyana, 3-38-40, 4.20, 8.7. While others sometimes 
considered him divine (3.50, 5.24, 7.38), according to Philostratus, Apollonius 
himself denounced any such claims (8.5, 7). Bodin may have been influenced 
by The Treatise o f  Eusebius, the Son o f  Pamphilus, against the Life o f  Apollonius 
o f  Tyana Written by Philostratus, O ccasioned by the P arallel D raw n by H ierocles 
between Him a n d  Christ. This work is included at the end of the Loeb edition 
of The Life o f  Apollonius o f  Tyana.

64On Simon Magus, see Ac. 8:9-24.
65On Pierre Mamor, see above, Author’s Preface, note 4.
“ “Have pity on me Lord according to etc.”
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in which he said that Satan appeared to her while she prayed on 
the grave of her father, as though issuing from the tomb.67 And he 
told her that she had to say many masses, make some pilgrimages 
to specified locations, and after all that he did not stop tormenting 
that poor woman, although at the beginning he said that he was 
her grandfather. Nevertheless, in the end he said that he was 
Beelzebub....

Thus we read that evil spirits are not as frequent in towns as in 
villages, nor in villages as in wild or watery places, as written in 
Job, Chapter Forty-one.68 That is why the evil spirits which people 
call “St. Anselm’s fire” appearing at night, follow the waters and 
often cause people to drown. Now in order to drive them off, 1 do 
believe that people with the fear and word of God can help, but 
without the fear of God they can do nothing at all.

I shall give as an example music which is one of the things which 
has the most strength against evil spirits, as it is written of Saul, that 
the evil spirit left him while David played his harp.69 It is true that 
David had the Holy Spirit then, and nevertheless he says that Saul’s 
torment did not cease except at the sound of the harp, either 
because music is a divine thing, and the Devil only likes discordant 
sounds; or because harmony conspiring with the soul, returns 
bewildered reason to its original state. As the ancients remarked, 
music cures the body through the soul, just as medicine cures the 
soul through the body. In fact there is a type of madman in 
Germany, who recovers only at the sound of an instrument, when 
the musician adapts his music to the shaking of the madmen. Then 
little by little it causes the frenzied person to follow calmly the 
rhythm of the musician. In this way it cures by making him rest. 
People call it the “Saint Vitus disease”....

Thus there is nothing which expels evil spirits sooner and forces 
them to leave. But it is praise for the Creator and not for creatures. 
How then, someone will say, is it possible that the sorcerer 
Apollonius expelled demons, and how do the witches in our time 
still have that power instantly to cast out evil spirits? I shall answer
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about God, they were annoyed. And if they said their hours in Latin 
and minor prayers, or if one spoke to them of playing or having 
fun they no longer felt pain and were greatly relieved; and everyone 
gave off a strongly stinking breath.74

...Occasionally the bestial appetite of some women makes one 
think that it is a demon, as occurred in 1566 in the diocese of 
Cologne. In a convent there was a dog people said was a demon, 
which lifted up the dresses of the nuns to abuse them. It was not a 
demon, in my opinion, but a normal dog. At Toulouse there was a 
woman who indulged in this abuse, and the dog tried to violate her 
in front of everyone. She confessed the truth, and was burned. There 
was another woman who was brought a prisoner to Paris in 1540, 
convicted of the same thing. And it seems that the law of God by 
reason of the abomination and wickedness, did not confine itself 
to prohibiting that on pain of death,75 but it even forbids offering 
to God the cost of a harlot, and the price of a dog in one and the 
same clause.76

It may also occur that Satan is sent by God, since it is certain that 
all punishment comes from Him through His usual instruments, or 
without instrument, to avenge such a foul deed. So it happened at the 
convent of Mount Hesse in Germany where the nuns were demoniacs; 
dogs were seen on their beds, lewdly assaulting those who were 
suspected to have made shameful use of them, and to have committed 
the sin they call, the “silent sin.”77 I wanted very much to inform the 
reader about this so that people will be careful not to coerce the will 
of young girls who bear no affection for the vow of chastity.

But it is remarkable how many people resort to exorcisms, since 
the holy prophets never practised them: they abhorred questioning 
or asking anything of Satan, or doing anything that he com­
manded.78 Rather, the presence of holy persons drove out the evil
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74Prom Weyer, De praeslifiHs, Bk. 4, Ch, 10-11.
75Ex. 22:19; Lev. 18:23; 20:15-16; Dt. 27:21.
76Deut. 23:18. More recent translations of the passage make it clear, however, 

that the “price of a dog" is a contemptuous reference to the fee of a male 
prostitute.

77By the “silent sin” Bodin meant masturbation. The story comes from Weyer, 
Depraestigiis, Bk. 4, Ch. 10.

78This passage, critical of contemporary Catholic exorcism practices, earned 
Bodin severe censure from orthodox demonologists.
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spirits—along with the praise of the one, sole God. In the time of 
the early Church, people had the demoniacs come into the congre­
gation, and all the people prayed to God, as we read in Saint John 
Chrysostom,79 and in Saint Clement who gives a most beautiful 
orison,80 and in Theodorus Lector.81 We read that the king of Persia 
in the early Church, commanded that demons be cast out. Prayers 
were made in the church and the demons were cast out. And in 
Theodoret we read that the bishop of Apamea by addressing his 
prayer to God, with his face touching the ground, cast out the 
demon who was in the temple of Jupiter.82 This is why the law of 
God formally commands that one raze the temples where the 
pagans made prayers to their images: so that the name of God not 
be sullied, contaminated nor beseeched there some way or other.83 
And in Saint Augustine...we read that people did nothing but pray 
to God to cast out demons, without becoming familiar, or trifling 
with them, and without in any way questioning Satan,84 as hap­
pened to some people in Germany: they even believed Satan's 
words, and others carried out his commands, which is a despicable 
and damnable impiety....

Johann Weyer recounts that he saw a demoniac girl in Germany,85 
and while a certain exorcist was questioning her, Satan replied that 
the girl had to go on a pilgrimage to Marcodurum, a city in Germany, 
and that every three steps she kneel, and that she have a Mass said 
on the alter of Saint Anne, and she would be freed; he predicted 
that the sign for her deliverance would come at the end of the Mass. 
This was done, and at the end of the Mass she and the priest saw
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Book Four

Chapter 1
On the Investigation of Witches

We have spoken about the ways to drive out evil spirits: but they 
would be driven out in vain if witches recalled them. For Satan is 
always on the lookout to come when called—and very often without 
being called. We have prescribed the mild measures and the easily 
administered medicines; namely, to instruct the people in the law of 
God, and to lead them into His service. And if all that cannot restrain 
the wicked in the fear of God, and turn witches from their despicable 
life, one must apply cauteries and hot irons, and cut off the putrefied 
parts. Since, in truth, whatever punishment one prescribes for witches, 
even roasting and slowly burning them, that pain is not nearly as great 
as what Satan makes them suffer in this world, not to mention the 
eternal pains which are prepared for them, for the fire cannot last an 
hour, indeed half an hour before the witches have died. But of all the 
sins which entail their own penalty, such as avarice, envy, drunken­
ness, wantonness, and other such things, there is none which punishes 
its victim more cruelly, nor longer than witchcraft, which takes revenge 
both on the soul and on the body....

We have shown that their craft cannot enrich them nor give them 
pleasure, honour, or knowledge, but only the means to commit base 
filth and wickednesses, in which Satan employs them. And for 
reward in this world he forces them to renounce God, and to 
worship him and to kiss his rear in the form of a he-goat or some 
other foul animal. And instead of resting, he transports his slaves at 
night to commit the filthy acts which we have described. Thus the 
death penalty prescribed for witches is not to make them suffer 
more than they are suffering by punishing them, but to bring an 
end to the wrath of God on the whole people; also in part to bring
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Chapter 4
On Presumptions against Witches

When the three clear proofs are lacking, namely, concrete and 
acknowledged fact, the matching testimony of sound witnesses, and 
the voluntary and repeated confession of the accused charged 
before the confession, one must examine the presumptions which 
may serve in the conviction and sentencing of witches. Now there 
are “rash presumptions,” “probable presumptions” and “strong 
presumptions.” As for the last it may be based in law, and it is 
stronger than all the other proofs. Against it contrary proof is not 
admissable....The law states that one must not give credence to the 
mere confession of one who is a murderer, unless it appears 
confirmed by the body of the victim.31 But presumptions which are 
legitimate and set forth in the law, are based on a natural reason....

If there is clear proof to the contrary, it is admitted against the 
presumption, although many hold that that proof is not admitted 
against presumption of law. For the proof o f one who shows receipt 
of payment is admitted, though he would not swear to have paid, 
or tender back the oath, since he could have forgotten whether he 
had paid or not, and did not know whether he had the receipt. But 
one must not take as a presumption of law the bedazzlements of the 
eyes which witches perform, and the unnatural miracles. For the law 
of God establishes this proof as sure and indisputable: ‘‘You will not 
let live one who charms the eyes,”32 something which they make no 
attempt to conceal. For the law of God holds it to be entirely certain 
and indisputable that all those who enchant have a pact with Satan, 
and are doing something against the course of nature.

If then, to come now to presumptions concerning witches, one 
finds slain children in their mother’s hands, even though there was 
no one but her at home, it must not be presumed that she committed 
the parricide, since the presumption of all law is to the contrary, 
and she will be absolved unless there is very clear proof by which 
to convict her of the parricide. But if she is rumoured to be a witch,

3,Bodin stresses the importance of circumstantial evidence, even when there 
is a confession, by the example of a slave who was put to death because of his 
confession of a homicide. Later, however, the supposed victim was found alive.

32 Kx. 22:18; Dt. 18:10-11.
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deed. For if the law requires that a woman accused of wantonness 
but released remain with a bad record for the rest of her life, how 
much more ought one to regard that woman ill-famed and dishon­
oured who has the reputation of being a witch? For it is a most 
powerful presumption that when a woman is reputed to be a witch, 
she is one; and this is enough to sentence her to the question, with 
some pieces of evidence combined with the public rumour, even 
though the order of Louis XII, King of France, does not permit one 
to apply torture unless there is an irreproachable witness, as well 
as items of evidence. Nor must one apply torture either on account 
of a widespread rumour in other crimes. On that there is almost 
complete agreement among authorities, although according to the 
custom of Mantua, an “acknowledged reputation” requires four 
witnesses who testify to having heard it, in order to apply the 
question in all crimes which merit death. With all the more reason 
one who has the widespread and steadfast reputation of being a 
witch ought to be put to the question. Conversely, if the woman is 
accused o f having killed someone, and she has never been sus­
pected of being a witch, unless the proof of the murder is very clear, 
one must not pass sentence of guilt, but order that it be more fully 
investigated, and release her in the meantime from prison. But when 
one wishes to adhere to the public report, and hearsay, the account 
must have started with trustworthy people, and not enemies. This 
limitation seems necessary to me in order to deprive the wicked of 
the chance to slander upright people. Nor is it necessary that the 
widespread report come from most of the people, as some have 
desired. For if the city is large, it is quite enough that the report be 
from all the neighbours, who know the life of their neighbors better 
than do others farther away. Thus it will take twenty people, enough 
to make two large groups, in order to prove a widespread rumour.

If it is objected that one must not be governed by the opinion of a 
crowd, which is reckoned to be useless, that is certainly true when 
one can judge the opposite for tangible reasons, or through arguments 
based on reason. But when it is a question of witches, rumour is almost 
infallible, especially if there is apparent reason. And even more so if 
in addition to public opinion there are pieces of evidence: for example, 
if the witch when she is arrested exclaims, “I am dead!” or, “Don’t 
make me die, I’ll tell the truth!” For it is then that she feels a distinct 
change in her mind....For it is a sure sign of wrongdoing when the 
person condemns himself before he is accused....



As for conjurations of words and prayers to Satan which the witch 
performs to remove evil spells, it is a most powerful presumption 
that that person is a witch. For even civil law punishes certain 
exorcists with death. This law refers to those who practised the craft 
of conjuring devils, and in fact expelled them. They were at that 
time the greatest sorcerers who under the veil of religion, as 
Hippocrates states...performed conjurations and prayers.35 Although 
the law does not punish with death one who cures with such 
methods, the law of God, however, requires that a witch receive 
the death penalty.36 For it is certain that he has had dealings with 
Satan, and for one that he cures, he makes two ill, as we have 
shown. And even if there were only the obligation to the Devil, after 
having renounced God, it deserves the crudest death imaginable.

The other clues are the countenance of the witch who usually 
lowers her eyes and does not dare to look one straight in the face; 
inconsistencies in the cross-examinations; and especially if the witch 
is the offspring of a witch father or mother. For it is a very strong 
argument along with public opinion, since the most pleasing 
sacrifice that the Devil desires of such folk is that they pledge and 
dedicate their children to his service as soon as they are born, as I 
noted with some examples....37 One can make a rule which will not 
have many exceptions: that if the mother is a witch, so also is the 
daughter....As far as witches are concerned, this rule is almost 
infallible, as it has been found from innumerable trials.

Another presumption is if the witch does not cry, which is one 
of the strongest presumptions that Paolo Grillando and the Inquisi­
tors remarked through having executed a very great number of 
them. Lieutenant de Ribemont, whom I spoke of previously, told 
me that one of the witches whose trials he conducted confessed 
that she could shed only three tears from her right eye. This seemed 
noteworthy to me.

Another presumption is if the witch was discovered in someone 
else’s home or stable, and then shortly after death or illness 
suddenly struck someone, even though the witch was not found in 
possession of powders, and she was not seen to cast the spell....We 
have the recent accounts, especially from Casale in Piedmont, where

Book 4.4 199

5<�&���*������:	�����!� C�

53&8�� CC01:7� �	9�� C;0CD7� "��� 1:01;615�
5D�		� ���9	.� #��B� C.� ���=�	��� G.� D�





Book 4.4 201

as Sprenger the Inquisitor writes, who does not favour submitting 
witches to the question mildly.39 40 Nevertheless 1 will always recom­
mend, if it is a young girl, a small child, or a delicate woman or 
some dainty person, if there are strong presumptions, that some be 
introduced to the torment with terror, while others be submitted to 
it; but not the old witches, hardened and stubborn in their wicked­
ness. Also after extracting the truth from one who has been put to 
the question, he must be carefully guarded so that the Devil does 
not speak to him, and then once again twenty-four hours later repeat 
his confession, in accordance with the order of King Louis XII. For 
to extract the necessary proof, one must persist, as the order 
stipulates, which has been confirmed by many decrees. On the other 
hand if the witch renounces her confession subsequent to the 
question, one must not base a death sentence on it, nor any other 
corporal punishment, unless there were other presumptions.

I stated above that the order of Louis XII which forbids applying 
the question on the strength of one valid witness, unless there is 
other evidence, must not apply in the present crime or the proof 
can only be obtained with great difficulty. For if in a crime of human 
treason it is permitted to apply the question on a simple presump­
tion, as has always been the practice, and even doctors agree that 
in other crimes one may apply torture on the testimony of a single 
valid witness, and pass the death sentence on the testimony of two 
witnesses, in accordance with the law of God and human statutes/0 
with greater cause judges must promptly...apply the question for 
such an abominable crime on the testimony of a valid witness, or 
on strong and compelling presumptions. The reason is that one 
sound witness constitutes a half proof; for example if a husband 
testifies that he was taken by his wife to witches’ assemblies, but 
she denies it, she must be put to the torture, unless she alleges 
unusual hatred or perjury on the part of her husband. For these two 
points of objection are always admissible, especially perjury, which 
must never be allowed as testimony for a presumption or evidence 
unless it is supported by a good witness or another very strong 
presumption, for example if the witch bears a mark....This would

39Malleus, Pt. 3, Q. 13- In the next section, though, the authors of the Malleus 
state that the judge should begin with mild torture, and proceed to harsher 
methods only if that fails.

40Nu. 35:30; Dt. 17:6; 19:15. See above, Book 4, Chapter 2.
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certainly be a most powerful presumption and sufficient with other 
evidence to make a conviction.

The deposition of a repentant witch who implicates many others 
at his death, must be used as a strong presumption against them. 
For it must be presumed that since he has repented and called upon 
God, he has told the truth. But also one must not believe it if the 
witch has died obstinate as most of them do, and cannot bear 
hearing about God....Everything depends on the discretion of a 
prudent and skilled judge who can see whether the one who is 
dying is speaking to get revenge, and he can diligently inquire 
whether he had a grudge against those whom he is denounc­
ing....For this justificatory fact which hinges on its obviousness is 
stronger than all the contrary proofs and presumptions when it is a 
concrete fact.

As we said earlier, the truth of the concrete fact against a witch 
is the clearest proof of all. But the maxim of law is, that the less 
legitimate proof must suffice whenever one cannot get the proof in 
heinous and especially nocturnal crimes such as this one. But the 
skilled judge will combine all the presumptions in order to register 
the truth, provided however that he does not do like many judges 
in Germany who seek other witches to make sieves dance in order 
to learn whether the one accused is a witch. Or by having little 
children take new shoes smeared with pig grease to church where 
witches cannot get out unless those who have the shoes allow them. 
Or indeed to tie both feet and hands of the witch and set her gently 
in water: if she is a witch she cannot sink to the bottom. For the 
Devil in this way makes a sorcery of justice, which ought to be 
sacred....
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41Cf. Dt. 13:17-18; 30:1-33; Nu. 25:4.
42Bodin is conflating the verses of Dt. 13:12-18.
43Dt. 13:11; 17:13; 19:20; 21:21.
44Cf. Lev. Ch. 13, 14.
45“You must purge the evil from among you," Dt. 13:5; 17;7; 19:19; 24:7.
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punish with confiscation anyone who remits or reduces the pre­
scribed penalty—and sometimes with exile and other penalties 
according to the difference in the cases, including punishing the 
judges with the same penalties that the guilty and convicted person 
would be punished with, as the law states....And if it is true that the 
judge is guilty and must suffer the penalty for treason, who remitted 
or reduced the penalty for treason, as the law states, how much 
more guilty is the judge who remits or reduces the penalty of 
someone who is guilty of treason against God?...As much may be 
said of those who send witches away acquitted (even though they 
are guilty) and give as their only excuse that they cannot believe 
what is said about them: they deserve death. For it calls into doubt 
the law of God, and all human laws and histories, and countless 
executions carried out against this for two or three thousand years, 
and grants impunity to all witches. If someone tells me that all 
sentences in this realm are discretionary, I grant it, unless the death 
penalty is restricted by decree or by custom. Now according to very 
ancient custom, witches in all of Europe are condemned to be 
burned alive.

We have spoken chiefly about witches who have a sworn 
compact and a formal partnership with the Devil. But there are other 
kinds of witches whom we have treated at length in the second 
book, who are not so loathsome, but who still have partnership 
with the Devil in diabolical acts, such as those who tie codpieces, 
which is an abominable wickedness���  And although there are some 
who do it without having a formal agreement or partnership with 
the Devil, nonetheless the act in itself is diabolical and deserves 
capital punishment. For one who practises it cannot deny that he 
is a transgressor of the law of God and of nature, preventing the 
consequence of marriage ordained by the law of God���  For the 
result of it is that it is necessary to dissolve the marriages, or at the 
least it binds them in sterility, which in plain terms is a sacrilege. 
Nor can he deny either that it is murder—for one is not less a 
murderer who prevents the procreation of children than if he had 
cut their throats. In the third place he removes the mutual friendship 
of marriage, which is the sacred hearth of nature and of human 
society, and he puts there a great hatred. For normally these

60See above, Book 2, note 17.
61Gen. 4:1-2.
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cannot be corrected except by the word of God— but certainly the 
magistrate must chastise the charlatans and notebearers who sell 
that filth, and banish them from the country....

Now it is a double impiety in the person of those who are priests 
and pastors. But the impiety is much greater when the priest or 
pastor has a pact with Satan and he converts a sacrifice into a 
despicable sorcery.. .How much more punishable then is the sor­
cerer-priest who, instead of consecrating, blasphemes execrably. 
This is why Plato makes foremost among his laws one which 
requires that the sorcerer-priest be put to death without remission.65 
For the indecency of the sorcery is much more atrocious in one who 
handles sacred things. Because instead of sanctifying them he 
pollutes, he soils, he blasphemes execrably. As did the curate of 
Soissons whom Froissart tells about, who baptised a toad, and gave 
it the consecrated host.66 He was burned alive without observance 
of canon laws which only excommunicate sorcerer-priests. It is true 
that one can say it is the ecclesiastical penalty, which does not 
prejudice the penalties of lay magistrates. Now just as proportionally 
in harmonic justice the penalty is greater and the crime more serious 
because of the station of the people, such as the doctor who 
poisons, the teacher who violates his pupil, the judge who wrongs 
someone, the notary who commits falsehood, the goldsmith who 
makes counterfeit money, the vassal who betrays his lord, the 
citizen who sells his country, the subject who kills his prince, the 
prince who breaks faith are much more worthy of punishment, and 
generally all those who fall short of their office: thus the sorcerer- 
priest is not only more wicked than all of them, but also more 
despicable than all other witches who are not priests. For this person 
deserts his God to abandon himself to the Devil, and betrays sacred 
things which he ought above all to have kept holy and inviolable. 
Thus the priest...who has been charged and convicted of setting 
spells with mirrors, or rings, or axes, or sieves, or other such things 
which are performed even without formal invocation of the Devil 
merits death, and the others banishment. In other crimes, save for 
spells and sacrileges, it is not proper that a priest be punished so 
severely. Rather the dignity of his person ought to diminish the

65Plato, Laws, 11.933d-e.
“ jean  Froissart (c. 1337-c. 1410) wrote a chronicle of the wars of the French 

and English from the period 1325 to 1400.
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It is not within the power of princes to pardon a crime that the 
law of God punishes with death, such as the crimes of witchcraft. 
Moreover, princes do a great offence to God to pardon such horrible 
wickednesses committed directly against His majesty, since the 
smallest prince avenges his injuries with capital punishment. So 
those who let witches escape or who do not carry out their 
punishment with utmost rigour, can be assured that they will be 
abandoned by God to the mercy of witches. And the country which 
tolerates them will be struck by plagues, famines, and wars— but 
those who take vengeance against them will be blessed by God, 
and will bring an end to His wrath. This is why one who is charged 
and accused of being a witch must never be simply let off and 
acquitted, unless the calumny of the accuser or informer is clearer 
than the sun. Since the proof of such wickednesses is so hidden 
and so difficult, no one would ever be accused or punished out of 
a million witches if parties were governed, as in an ordinary trial, 
by a lack of proof. This is why the ordinance does not permit judges 
to do so in crimes unless the matter allows it....

I recall having read in the Malleus m aleficarum , that the plague 
did not stop in the region of Constance until they had exhumed a 
witch and reduced her body to ashes.68 As in a similar case there 
was a woman in the village of Verigny who was charged and 
accused of many evil spells, and because of the difficulty of the 
proof, released. Later I learned from the inhabitants that a countless 
number of livestock and people had died. She died in April, 1579- 
Since her death all the inhabitants of Verigny and their livestock 
have been at peace and no longer die as before. This shows clearly 
that with the end of the chief cause, comes the end of the effects, 
even though God brings down afflictions on those whom He 
pleases.

68This reference to the Malleus is uncertain.



������������� � ���	
�	���	� ����	 ��!�����������	��������	� �����	�

R enaissance and Reform ation Texts in Translation:
Lorenzo Valla. ���� ����������� � � ����� *�'����"�� 	 � � � (�'����������� �  7��  
?	'��'��,�'������	 � � �?���������	����� � � ������	�����3  Trans. O.Z. Pugli- 
ese. 3rd ed. (199B), pp. 114.
Giovanni Della Casa. E	'	���5�:�*��	���	�������	���������	�����3  Trans. 
K. Eisenbichler and K.R, Bartlett. 3rd ed. (2001), pp. 100.
Bernardino Ochino. (�������	'��"��3  Trans. R. Belladonna (1988), pp. 96.
Nicholas of Cusa. ���� �	��	�� ��� ������� 	 � � � ��������3  Trans. M.L. 
Fiihrer (1989), pp. 112.
Andreas Karlstadt, Hieronymous Emser, Johannes Eck. :� *�����	����  
��2	��5�I	�'��	��!�&����!� 	 � � �&�-���� (	�����%�	���3  Trans. B. Mangrum 
and G. Scavizzi (1998), pp. 115.
��������(��"'	��E�����������	������*�������� ���'������(+��������	�����  
� � �?	���3�:����������������B�'��2�������6)D93  Trans. J. Estes (1994), pp. 118.
Jean Bodin. ��������������	��	�� � ��������3  Abridged, trans. & ed. R.A, 
Scott and J.L. Pearl (2001), pp. 219-
*����� 	� � �4"'����,������(�	-����	��5�?�"��&	�'��(������� � � �(�	���������  
����3  Trans, and ed. Nicole Prunster (2000), pp. 127.
E��'���	�����	����	� � ���"���� �����5�4��	� � ���,���A�	� � �����&��	2'���@
������ � ������"����	�� ���������	'���"���� ���E���	��!� 6)$��6))73  Trans. 
J  ed. James M. Estes (forthcoming).

Tudor and Stuart Texts:
James I. ���� ��"���	+�� � �?�������	�������	 � � �,	��'�-��������3  Ed. with 
an intro, by D. Fischlin and M. Fortier (1996), pp. 181.
���� ���	'�� � �B����'	�� �����-������3  A modernized edition. Ed. with an 
intro, by Annabel Patterson (1998), pp. 108.
&	�'��(�"	����	����	'3  The Shepherd’s Pipe 2����''�	��,��+���	 � � �������  
	 � �  The Shepherd’s Hunting 2��E������ ������3  Ed. byj. Doelman(1999), 
pp. 196.

O ccasional Publications:
*��������� � �(�������� ��	�����	��� 	" ';��������6)D��6=�$3  Comp. M. MacL- 
ure. Revised by P. Pauls andJ.C. Boswell (1989), pp. 151.
:����	�����	�	'��"��� � �&	�'��&��������� � �&�	��"��	�������������� � � �*����@
�	�����	� ��*��	���	����(�"����!� �������3  Comp. J. Glomski and E. Rummel 
(1994), pp. 153.

CRRS Publications
Victoria University in the University of Toronto 

crrs.publications@utoronto.ca


